Kyuquot

Vol. 11 Iss. 2

Nootka

Summer 2016

Clayoquot
Barclay
Nitinat

Attention on Ehattesaht First
Nation Ha’houlthee

Ehattesaht First Nation community members, fishery staff, and students
from Zeballos Elementary Secondary School (ZESS) are participating
in two aquatic-based projects in Ehattesaht Ha’houlthee. The Ehattesaht
Hatchery project focuses on creating more favourable conditions for fish
populations while the TiiTiicTsu (alcove project), a Nuu-chah-nulth phrase
meaning “giving life to the pond,” aims to reestablish critical habitat necessary
for trout and other wildlife.
PROJECT 1 : TIITIICTSU "GIVING LIFE TO THE POND"
(ALCOVE PROJECT)

A photo of TiiTiicTsu “Giving life to the
pond” (alcove project) captured by a drone,
Ehattesaht First Nation (Photo courtesy of
M.C. Wright and Associates Ltd.).

Erosion to creek and river banks due to historic logging throughout the
watershed in Ehattesaht First Nation Ha’houlthee has led to river beds
filling up with gravel and other sediment. This has resulted in higher
water levels in the streams throughout the watershed and increased
flooding in certain areas during the rainy season as streams filled with
“We’ve noticed water fowl, a frog, and
gravel can’t hold as much water within their banks. Also, excess
sediment supply has made its way down the canyon near Zeballos,
deer coming by.” –Elmar Nabbe, Zeballos
which has had an impact on aquatic species and habitats.
Elementary Secondary School .
“The Zeballos River has been impacted by increased erosion
of its banks; the removal of forests leaves nothing to hold the soils
in place,” said Elmar Nabbe, a teacher at Zeballos Elementary
Secondary School (ZESS) and board member of the Nootka
Sound Watershed Society. Increased sediment in the river can
negatively impact the survival of fish eggs and fry. To create
healthier conditions for fish and other wildlife community
members and students from grades seven to 11 are working with biological consultants M.C. Wright and Associates
Ltd. to develop a pond and wetland for off-creek habitat for trout and Dolly Varden char.
Students and community members have been planting 600 trees along the edges of the alcove, seeding grass
and fall rye, and staking foot-long willows on the banks of the pond. As a result of the community’s efforts some
wildlife is slowly reappearing. “We’ve noticed water fowl, a frog, and deer coming by,” said Nabbe. “For plants
we’ve seen some bleeding heart, salmonberry and big leaf maple.”
The project got its start when the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations hired M.C.
Wright and Associates Ltd. to develop gravel extraction prescriptions for enough gravel to raise the road 3.2 metres
above the flood zone. As the work called for a large amount of gravel, M.C. Wright proposed creating an alcove
pond in a part of an old cut block off the main road and connecting it to the river. Gravel extracted from construction
of the alcove pond provided the necessary material to lift the road. “This project was one of the most rewarding that
we’ve ever been involved with,” said Mike Wright. “The road needed to be raised and the solution to this problem
presented an opportunity to build new habitat from the land that was excavated.” The biological consultants used
special technology to design the “new habitat.”
Staff from M.C. Wright and Associates Ltd. instructed ZESS students on using the company’s Photo
Station Monitoring App. The technology allows students to gather photos from a mobile device,
to associate specific data (including comments) with each photo and synchronize collected

photos and data directly into the company’s NCompas Media
database installed on a ZESS server. A ghost image lines up on
top of the new one, so students can compare the two. With the
Photo Station Monitoring app students are helping to monitor
any changes to the pond, such as signs of erosion, while also
observing the pace of revegetation. The students and staff are
also using other technology, such as a data logger to monitor
water levels and temperature.
“This technology is giving students a good idea of the
environmental conditions necessary to eventually accommodate
fish,” said Wright, adding that they hope to release some trout
into the alcove that is 3.5 metres deep in some places.
“We’re optimistic that rainbow, cutthroat and Dolly Varden will
eventually rear in the alcove and spawn in the outlet channel,”
added Nabbe.
Although logging continues to impact the watershed,
community members and fishery staff continue to envision
ways of supporting aquatic resources in the area in the long term.
PROJECT 2: EHATTESAHT HATCHERY
Fishery staff, community members, and students from Zeballos
Elementary Secondary School (ZESS) released 13,000 chum
fry this spring from the
Ehattesaht Hatchery. The
hatchery was in disuse for
a number of years and the
hatchery’s licence hadn’t
been renewed.
“It was thrilling for
students to see the fry grow
and to be part of them being
released,” said Elmar Nabbe,
Zeballos school teacher
Students from Zeballos Elementary
Secondary School (ZESS) wait for fry to and board member for the
be released at the Ehattesaht Hatchery. Nootka Sound Watershed
Society.
Fisheries staff and community members taught students how
to catch the fish, transport them to the hatchery, strip the eggs and
milt, fertilize the eggs and mark on the egg trays the date of when
the fish was caught. Students learned that the fish aren’t all caught
at the same time to get a broad selection of genetics. “We don’t want

to take all the fish at one
time, as it’s important
for biodiversity and
survival to have eggs
and milt from fish over
the entire range of their
migration into the river,”
said Nabbe. Four youth
played a significant part
in making this year’s
hatchery a success.
Holding tank for fry prior to release,
Adrienne Michael,
Ehattesaht Hatchery.
Jasper John and Florence
John worked during Christmas to care for the eggs in trays by
tracking the temperature and the age of the eggs. When the
eggs hatched they placed the fry in the holding tanks. During
Spring Break, Brandon Frank took care of the fish, feeding
them every day with food that was specially prepared for them.
“The results show that the students took good care of the fish,”
said Ehattesaht Fishery Manager Lyle Billy. He added that fish
in the big hatchery typically grow to be one gram before they
release them.
“Most of the fish we cared for were released at 1.8 grams—
bigger than the average—which means they should do really
well.” Beyond the initial involvement of students at the hatchery,
Ehattesaht First Nation fishery staff is looking to develop an
ongoing program with Ehattesaht First Nation and the local
high school to involve youth in the fishery itself.
Nabbe explained that the learning students are doing at the
hatchery connects to their science curriculum for grade 11 and
could count as credits toward applied skills courses.
“The program we
“It was thrilling for students to hope to create would focus
on building capacity for
see the fry grow and to be part environmental stewardship
of them being released.”
into the future,” said Billy.

–Elmar Nabbe, Zeballos school
teacher

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk
To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter
or Facebook.
Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of ”.

Page 2

Updates
New Prawn Advisory Board draft Terms of Reference (ToR) and Nuu-chah-nulth
representation (Andy Olson, Marion Campbell, Jim Lane)
There’s a new DFO Prawn Advisory Board (PAB) that will replace the Prawn Sectoral Committee. A draft Terms of
Reference (ToR) for the PAB was developed last summer by commercial and recreational interests, and presented
to the Prawn Sectoral committee for their approval in September. First Nations didn’t accept the draft ToR, so a
small group of First Nations representatives (Marion Campbell, Andy Olson, Jim Lane, Christa Russell, Penny White)
worked with commercial and recreational sectors to re-draft the ToR. Nuu-chah-nulth representatives recommend
that Nuu-chah-nulth participate in the PAB under the ToR as currently drafted, with conditions, and appoint
Marion Campbell and Andy Olson as Nuu-chah-nulth representatives to the PAB with Jim Lane from Uu-a-thluk
providing technical assistance to Nuu-chah-nulth representatives.

Marine Traditional Knowledge Mapping Project
The project aims to establish data and data-sharing protocols between Nations
and emergency response agencies to allow responders quick access to crucial
marine habitat information in impacted areas. Funded by DFO, Marine Traditional
Knowledge data and maps will remain with—and be under the control and
management of—each Nuu-chah-nulth Nation. With protocols in place, federal
agencies responding to a major catastrophe, such as an oil spill, will have quick
access to data provided by each Nation to protect critical marine habitat while
preventing any misuse of the data collected through the mapping project.
Nations interested can contact Luc Bibeau, Mapping Coordinator at luc.bilbeau@
Stanley Harry holding up his completed
nuuchahnulth.org.
map biography,

ƛusmit (herring)
A Letter of Understanding (LoU) was signed in the fall by the Herring
Industry Advisory Board (HIAB) and Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council on
behalf of the Nations to keep WCVI areas closed. This was brought
to the NTC Directors, and (then) Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian
Coast Guard, Minister Tootoo, received the LoU on December 18.
The direction from the Ha’wiih at the last meeting was to focus on
the Herring Rebuilding Framework and longer term ﬁshery objectives.
Participants in the herring training, 2016, from
The Nuu-chah-nulth ʔaayaaqa (Herring) Committee was tasked to
Tseshaht, Hupacasath, Tla-o-qui-aht, and Toquaht
develop Nuu-chah-nulth management objectives for WCVI herring
First Nations in Toquart Bay, Barkley Sound.
ﬁsheries as part of DFO’s Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) for
BC herring ﬁsheries. The Nations approved the ﬁshery objective recommendations from the ʔaayaaqa Committee
and presented them to DFO in February, 2016. Additional ﬁshery objectives will be developed by the ʔaayaaqa
Committee for consideration by the Nations in June of this year.
In March, several Nations’ ﬁsheries staﬀ along with Uu-a-thluk southern and central ﬁsheries staﬀ worked
together to increase the capacity of Nuu-chah-nulth Fisheries staﬀ to collect herring biosamples and other
assessment data in Barkley Sound. Roger Dunlop worked with the Nations’ ﬁsheries staﬀ on herring sampling
training in the Northern region. All data collected from the training sessions are being used in DFO’s 2016 WCVI
herring assessments. Preliminary herring assessment data for the WCVI will be available sometime in July 2016.

Fisheries Updates
Tsu-ma-uss Fishery: Over two million sockeye returned to the Somass River in 2015, and the expected
sockeye return for 2016 is about 1 million. The Somass sockeye ﬁshery started in mid-May. The return
of hatchery chinook to the Somass is expected to be large this year, and DFO is anticipating signiﬁcant
chinook ﬁsheries for all groups targeting Robertson Creek hatchery chinook returning to the Somass River.

Page 3

Updates continued from page 3

Uu-a-thluk is...
Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries
The Ha’wiih or their representatives of:
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint,
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht,
Ahousaht, Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułuiłatḥ,
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht,
Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group
First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
staff working together to solve problems
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity
development and fundraising staff
conducting the day to day work under
the direction of the Council of
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

caʔinwa . Gooseneck Barncle
Uu-a-thluk
P.O. Box 1383
Port Alberni, B.C.
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca
www.uuathluk.ca

T’aaq-wiihak
The witness phase
of the trial in which
ﬁve Nuu-chah-nulth
Nations went back
to the B.C. Supreme
Court to carry on
their fight with
Canada to recognize
Nuu-chah-nulth hereditary and elected leadership in Ahousaht.
and implement their
Aboriginal ﬁshing rights, came to a close on March 15. This phase
of the litigation, referred to as the “justiﬁcation trial,” sees Canada
trying to justify its past and on-going infringements of the Aboriginal
ﬁshing rights of ﬁve Nuu-chah-nulth Nations to ﬁsh and sell. Starting
on March 9, 2015, Canada presented its case over 95 trial days,
calling 25 witnesses (24 from DFO). The legal team representing
the ﬁve Nations of Ahousaht, Ehattesaht, Hesquiaht, Mowachaht/
Muchalaht and Tla-o-qui-aht closed their case on March 15 after
calling 11 witnesses over 24 trial days. Before closing the case for
the Nations the trial relocated to the Nuu-chah-nulth community of
Ahousaht on Flores Island for one day. In this remote community
in Clayoquot Sound oﬀ Vancouver Island’s west coast, the B.C.
Supreme Court heard the ﬁnal witness for the Nations, Autlieyu
(Francis Frank), Chief Councillor and lead negotiator for Tla-o-quiaht First Nation.
Lawyers on both sides will provide written arguments later
this summer. The trial will resume on September 21 for closing
oral arguments. The Judge will then consider the arguments and
evidence presented, and will issue a decision, likely several months
after ﬁnal arguments are made. The Minister of Fisheries, Minister
of Justice, and Minister of Indigenous and Northern Aﬀairs, along
with Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Dominic
LeBlanc, PC MP, (recently appointed Minister of Fisheries, Oceans
and the Canadian Coast Guard) are all aware of the interests of
the ﬁve Nations to discuss alternate means for resolving the few
but signiﬁcant outstanding issues.
The First Nations Leadership Council (FNLC) and Alberni-Clayoquot
Regional District (ACRD) wrote letters to the Justice Minister Jody
Wilson-Raybould, Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and
Northern Aﬀairs, and Hunter Tootoo, (then) Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans in April encouraging that they accept the request by the
ﬁve Nuu-chah-nulth Nations to discuss resolving any outstanding
issues proposed. The letter by the ACRD asserted that they and the
City of Port Alberni have experienced since 1992 the beneﬁts of
Aboriginal community ﬁsheries and the signiﬁcant economic input
that they oﬀer their local economies. Also demonstrating support
for the ﬁve Nuu-chah-nulth Nations was Gord Johns, NPD MP for
Courtenay-Alberni, who wrote to the Justice Minister in April urging
her to engage in negotiation and settlement of the economic ﬁshing
rights of the ﬁve Nations.
This season the T'aaq-wiihak suuaa ﬁshery is allowed to retain
a small amount of halibut along with the suuḥaa. Each halibut is
tagged through the ThisFish system, which will allow customers
to trace their seafood from ocean to plate.
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