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Determining Priorities for Fish and Wildlife in Nuu-chah-nulth
Ha-ha-houlthee (chiefly territories)

What priorities and projects would you focus on to support species and conserve their habitats?
That was one of the questions that the Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program (FWCP) asked First
Nations, stewardship groups and others last January during a meeting in Port Alberni to update
action plans for the Ash River Watershed over the next ﬁve years. A partnership between BC Hydro,
the Province of B.C., Fisheries and Oceans Canada, First Nations and Public Stakeholders, FWCP aims to
conserve and enhance ﬁsh and wildlife impacted by BC Hydro dams.
“Constructing a dam impacts rivers and streams which
impacts the whole watershed,” said Julie Fournier, FWCP
Coastal Region Manager. The FWCP funds conservation
and enhancement projects in its Coastal, Columbia,
and Peace Regions. In the FWCP’s Coastal Region, the
FWCP operates in 14 watersheds on Vancouver Island,
the Lower Mainland, Sunshine and Central Coasts,
and in select Southern Interior watersheds where
BC Hydro dams exist. The organization’s updated
action plans for this region help to determine the
types of projects funded and the species that
Hupacasath Fisheries Manager Graham Murrell, FWCP
FWCP focuses on. “FWCP seemed truly interested
Program Manager, Trevor Ourssoren and other workshop
in getting input from the community which will
attendees discuss the Ash River action plans in Port Alberni.
shape the priorities of these action plans,” said
Hupacasath Fisheries Manager Graham Murrell.
“Constructing a dam impacts rivers
As the Ash River watershed is within Hupacasath
and streams which impacts the whole
traditional territory the Nation has been involved
in numerous projects funded in part by FWCP
watershed,” said Julie Fournier, FWCP Coastal
initiatives. “The Nation’s currently awaiting
Region Manager.
funding decisions on two projects,” added
Murrell.
The ﬁrst project is an Ash River Habitat and Nutrient Enrichment Plan aimed at addressing
the declining nutrient status of the Ash River System. This project will determine if the beneﬁts
of this program justify the continuation of a fertilization program. Hupacasath First Nation is
also involved in a seed project along with other members of the Barkley Salmon Working Group
to support the development of an Ash River Watershed Integrated Habitat Restoration Plan.
“FWCP Seed Grants are a great option for groups to fund preliminary work before a large
scale project is initiated,” said Murrell. If funded, this second project will include community
engagement and information gathering which is an important ﬁrst step to the development of
a full scale restoration plan.
“We’re interested in a holistic, multi-step approach that takes into consideration improving
opportunities for sustainable use in the Coastal Region,” said Fournier. “This includes a wide range
of activities such as harvesting by First Nations, recreational, sport and commercial harvests along
with cultural, medicinal, or non-consumptive uses.”
FWCP Coastal Region’s annual intake for grant applications opens late summer of 2017 and
closes in late fall. To subscribe to their newsletter and learn more about the draft action
plan, grant intake process, and updates for funded projects, please visit fwcp.ca/
subscribe. For further information contact Julie Fournier, FWCP Coastal Region
Manager by email at Julie.Fournier@bchydro.com.

Review of 2012 Changes to the Fisheries Act
Since the Fisheries Act was
Council and the ﬁve T’aaq-wiihak
changed in 2012-13, First
Nations to the Parliamentary
Nations have expressed concern
Standing Committee tasked
with the changes and how they
by the Minister of Fisheries to
conduct this review. Many of
were applied. On June 20th,
2016, Dominic LeBlanc, Minister
the proposed changes by both
of Fisheries Oceans and the
parties related to Aboriginal
Canadian Coast Guard, James
rights and restoration of ocean
Gordon Carr, Minister of Natural
and freshwater habitat and
Resources, Catherine McKenna,
ﬁsheries resources. A speciﬁc
Minister of the Environment
change concerned the 2012
and Climate Change, Minister
revision to the Fisheries Act,
of Transport Marc Garneau,
which introduced a deﬁnition
Fishers from T'aaq-wiihak's gooseneck fishery sustainably
and Carolyn Bennett, Indigenous
of
“Aboriginal ﬁshery” that is
harvesting gooseneck barnacles from Vancouver Island's
and Northern Aﬀairs, announced
limited
to FSC and treaty ﬁsheries
rugged west coast.
the review of environmental and
and the concept of “important
regulatory processes, including the review of changes to ﬁsheries.” The 2012 Act allows the government to declare
the Fisheries Act. Aboriginal and environmental groups whether a Nation’s ﬁshery meets the government’s
in particular have stated that the changes weakened ﬁsh deﬁnition of an important Aboriginal ﬁshery. This permits
and ﬁsh habitat protection. To address these concerns, the government of Canada to apply diﬀerent regulations
the review is intended to provide for an open discussion depending on whether the ﬁshery is important to the
on how to protect ﬁsh and ﬁsh habitat and ensure the government, which weakens the deﬁnition of conservation
sustainability of Canada’s ﬁsheries.
in terms of protecting ﬁsh and ﬁsheries. The Nations
The Conservative government made changes to the and the NTC expressed that this deﬁnition gave the
Fisheries Act in 2012, including altering the deﬁnitions Minister too much power to unilaterally exclude Aboriginal
of ﬁsheries and ﬁsh to make it much easier to harm ﬁsheries it deemed not important for protection. Speciﬁc
and harder to protect ﬁsh and ﬁsh habitat (e.g., making to the ﬁve Nations, the deﬁnition does not recognize
it easier to get pipelines passed, etc.).
the ﬁve Nations’ Aboriginal right within the deﬁnition
First Nations are taking the lead on restoring provisions of Aboriginal ﬁshery. The ﬁve Nations agreed that this
of the Fisheries Act that were removed in 2012 to is very problematic and must be changed.
The Fisheries Act gives the government authority to
strengthen ﬁsh protection. The Liberal government
promised to review changes to the Fisheries Act from manage Canadian ﬁsheries and to protect the habitat that
2012 to restore the environmental protections removed supports them. This review will look at 2012-13 changes
by the past Conservative government, yet also look at to the Fisheries Act and propose ways to restore lost
ways to modernize in order to reﬂect interests of First protections and incorporate modern safeguards into the
Nations and others.
Act, as per the mandate given to the Minister by Prime
A report was submitted by the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Minister Justin Trudeau in November 2015.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk
To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter
or Facebook.
Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of ”.
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Updates
Pacific Salmon Treaty
Canada and the U.S. are renegotiating terms
for a new treaty, which needs to be in place by
2018. The Chinook, coho and chum chapters are
expiring and the renegotiations of these chapters
will be led by DFO staﬀ. It’s important for the
Nations to make sure DFO stays on top of the
list of Nuu-chah-nulth concerns and priorities
that were presented to DFO at the last Council
of Ha’wiih meeting. It’s also important for the
Nations that have interest in this treaty to make
it clear that they expect consultation and will
pressure DFO to fulﬁl that requirement. The
Nations’ main interest is in conserving Chinook
that come back and spawn in the Nations’ Haha-houlthee. Harvesting and conservation don’t
have to be in conﬂict. There’s a commitment
from DFO to consult with Nuu-chah-nulth
communities to make sure our interests are
heard and reﬂected in the PST negotiations.

WCVI Suuhaa (Chinook) Rebuilding Strategy Concept
Uu-a-thluk Southern Region Biologist Sabrina Crowley presented to the Council of Ha’wiih and spoke
about this plan being a ‘big picture’ look at the current status of WCVI Chinook and ways to rebuild
them. WCVI suuḥaa populations have been depressed for 25 years. Past strategies haven’t worked.
We’re proposing a broad scale WCVI Chinook rebuilding strategy, using a similar approach to DFO’s wild
salmon policy that establishes clear goals and strategies along with guiding principles. The rebuilding
goal is to build WCVI suuḥaa populations to levels that will support sustainable ﬁsheries for Nuu-chahnulth and others by 2021. This strategy encompasses assessment, enhancement, habitat and harvest.
Uu-a-thluk staﬀ would work with the Nations, DFO, other harvesters and NGOs to implement the
strategies.
Some discussion happened at the table about the need to develop a strategic plan for local streams
in order to protect what’s at home. Work is being done on various watersheds by diﬀerent groups,
including First Nations, yet there’s a lack of coordination between round tables working on related
issues. The Council of Ha’wiih sent a letter to DFO to highlight this gap and expressed a wish to ﬁll it
when working with DFO. The letter went on to propose the development of a WCVI Chinook rebuilding
strategy. DFO didn’t react favourably to the letter as they thought they were already doing enough.
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Herring Facts

Uu-a-thluk is...

•

Known to Nuu-chah-nulth speakers as ƛusmit, herring
have long been an important food source for Nuuchah-nulth people.

•

Herring spawning sites were once included along
with the locations of berry patches and hunting
sites in the HupuKwanum, (a collection of rights and
privileges belonging to chiefly families). Along with
eating herring, Nuu-chah-nulth also traded the fish,
making it an essential part of our early economy.

•

Pacific herring is one of the most significant food fish
in the ocean, supporting many marine species such
as chinook and coho salmon, Pacific cod, lingcod,
halibut, sea lions and seals. Gray whales and crabs
thrive on herring roe, as do seabirds like bald eagles,
black brant, cormorants, loons, ducks and gulls.

•

In the recent past, Pacific herring comprised the
largest commercial fishery in BC, eclipsing all salmon
species combined. Catches peaked in the 1950s and
60s, acceding more than 250,000 tonnes.

•

By the late 1960s, BC herring stocks had collapsed
and were temporarily closed to commercial fishing.
Four years later, the BC herring fishery reopened with
a focus on Asian markets. Recent annual harvests for
the whole coast of BC average about 25,000 tonnes.

Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries
The Ha’wiih or their representatives of:
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint,
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht,
Ahousaht, Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułuiłatḥ,
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht,
Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group
First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
staff working together to solve problems
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity
development and fundraising staff
conducting the day to day work under
the direction of the Council of
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

Spot Prawn . kʷaaƛkʷaač
Uu-a-thluk
P.O. Box 1383
Port Alberni, B.C.
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca
www.uuathluk.ca

A recent article about herring called Working Toward a
Consensus-based Approach to Managing ƛusmit (Herring) is
up on our website at www.uuathluk.ca.
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