25 Years of Making Sure Everything’s
Right: Dr. Don Hall Retires as NTC
Fisheries Program Manager
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Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations have practiced the
philosophy hishukish 't’sawalk (everything is one,
everything is connected) for millennia through living in
intimate connection with the landscape and resources
in their territories. Those who work with Nuu-chahnulth First Nations are familiar with this principle,
yet few embody it and endeavor to implement
it like Dr. Don Hall, who is retiring as Uu-a-thluk
Program Manager this fall.
Shortly after earning his Ph.D. from the
University of British Columbia in 1991, Dr. Hall
joined the NTC where—for more than two
decades—he has supervised the Uu-a-thluk
team who support Nuu-chah-nulth First
Nations fisheries management and harvest
on Vancouver Island’s west coast.
During his career at NTC, Dr. Hall
was a tireless advocate for First Nations
management and conservation values
to be embedded in all fisheries policies
and practices. While striving to build
the technical capacity and involve
Nuu-chah-nulth in management
processes, he supported numerous
conservation efforts on Vancouver
Island’s west coast and guided and
oversaw the conservation, re-building
and assessment efforts of his staff.
Some initiatives included shaping the
scientific metrics herring fisheries can
operate from to promote rebuilding,
overseeing habitat compensation and
watershed restoration, developing
novel population assessment methods,
and hatchery conservation program
improvements. Striving to support the
long-term feasibility of not only fisheries
on Vancouver Island’s west coast, but of the
cultural practices and values of Nuu-chah-nulth
people, Dr. Hall has worked with Nuu-chahnulth First Nations to develop sustainable,
community-based fisheries that balance the
rights of First Nations with Canada’s legislative
responsibilities.
NTC President Debra Foxcroft spoke
recently about Dr. Hall’s impact on First
Nations fisheries.
“He is a true leader in his field
and we were lucky to have had
him as an integral part

of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council since 1992.”
For over a decade Dr. Hall has supported the Nuu-chahnulth Fishing Rights litigation and negotiations, a landmark
legal battle that recognized the Aboriginal rights of five Nuuchah-nulth Nations—Ahousaht, Ehattesaht/Chinekintaht,
Hesquiaht, Tla-o-qui-aht, Mowachaht/Muchalaht)—to fish
commercially. The commercial fishing rights of these Nations
are now protected under Section 35(1) of the Canadian
Constitution Act, a feat of similar consequence to domestic
and international fisheries management in BC as the Boldt
Decision of the U.S. Tribes.
“Don Hall has committed his career to support Nuu-chahnulth First Nations, Ha’wiih and the sea resources within
Nuu-chah-nulth Ha-ha-houlthee,” said NTC Vice-President Ken
Watts. “We have been honoured to have such a man dedicate
his career to our people.”
Hall has nurtured understanding between multiple parties
with contrasting perspectives by informing several First
Nation processes at the local (WCVI), provincial, and national
levels. One example of this was his work concerning Pacific
salmon in which he contributed to resolving U.S./Canadian
issues around salmon management and conservation. This
career-long commitment won him recognition earlier this
year when the Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) named Dr.
Hall the 2017 recipient of the Larry Rutter Memorial Award in
Pacific Salmon Conservation.
The tremendous impact Don has had on informing fisheries
management practices through supporting conservation and
promoting sustainable management has been felt across
BC. Nowhere has this been more evident than in his work
on Aboriginal commercial fishing rights. To recognize this
achievement, elders yuułnak and tuupat (Simon and Julia
Lucas) presented Don and his wife Arlene Tompkins with
Nuu-chah-nulth names during the Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing
Rights Celebration in 2014. This seemed fitting given that the
day was about celebrating—through our ceremonies, songs,
dances and sharing a meal—all the people who worked to
achieve the successful recognition of Nuu-chah-nulth fishing
rights. Said Foxcroft during the event, “This decision isn’t just
a win and celebration for us; the results of this decision have
a ripple effect with all the First Nations in BC and in Canada.”
This “ripple effect” goes both ways.
At the June Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries Don
Hall expressed his thoughts on working at the Nuu-chahnulth Tribal Council. “I have had the opportunity to meet
and collaborate with some amazing people. It’s truly been an
honour to work with Nuu-chah-nulth Nations.”
ƛ ̓eekoo, ƛ ̓eekoo Don Hall for your years of service to
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and people, and for living up to your
Nuu-chah-nulth name—ḥaamiiƛ—making sure everything
is right.
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