Recent Justiﬁcation Ruling Prompts
Complex Reaction From T’aaq-wiihak
Fisheries Members

O n A p r i l 19 , Jus t ice Ma r y decision does not take a single child out of poverty,” said Amos.
Humphries of the BC Supreme
The Ahousaht et al court case was, and still is, about renewing
Court released her judgment on a way of life for Nuu-chah-nulth communities that restores their
the Ahousaht et al vs. Canada economic connection to harvesting sea resources. Nuu-chah‘justification’ trial. Nuu-chah- nulth have owned and cared for rivers, lakes and the ocean on
nulth fishers who attended the the west coast of Vancouver Island since time immemorial. Their
subsequent April 25 T’aaq-wiihak societies were built around fishing, and required an intimate
Fishers’ Forum indicated that the understanding of conservation and management tactics that
court case decision is not the balanced the need for economic survival with protection of the
only thing she released; Justice ocean and its bounty.
Humphries’ ruling
When Nuu-chah-nulth people are ﬁshing...
also triggered a
wave of emotion
everybody wins. All coastal people win.
from Nuu-chah- MP Gord Johns
Josh Charleson of
nulth-aht who feel
Hesquiaht First Nation.
T’aaq-wiihak fishers would like to see a return to this lifestyle,
their culture and history has not
Josh is one of many
younger-generation T’aaq- been fully recognized throughout but do not feel this can be achieved under the restrictions set
out in Justice Humphries’ 400-page decision.
the complex judgment.
wiihak ﬁshers who would
Although the five Nuu-chahJustice Humphries had an opportunity to recognize and
like to have seen their full
nulth First Nations involved honour the tremendous potential that exists throughout the five
Aboriginal right reﬂected
in the justiﬁcation ruling.
in the court case – Ahousaht, Nations’ vibrant fishing communities, however, she fell short of
Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, Hesquiaht, doing that. On the contrary, Gord Johns, Member of Parliament
Mowachaht/Muchalaht and Tla-o-qui-aht – celebrated a for Courtenay-Alberni, was very clear about his support of the
victory in this last legal battle when Justice Humphries Nations, and how critical he believes it is to get T’aaq-wiihak
ruled that Canada failed to justify its past and continuing fishers out on the water.
infringement of their Aboriginal right to fish and sell fish
In a statement delivered
from their territories, her conclusion that the five Nations’ on the BC Supreme Court
fisheries should be of an ‘artisanal’ nature, using small steps during the April 19 T’aaqlow-cost boats and with wide community participation wiihak Fisheries media event,
within nine nautical miles from the shore, is detracting he confidently stated that
from that win.
“When Nuu-chah-nulth people
“It feels like we’re frozen in time - like we’re not are fishing…everybody wins.
moving forward,” said Marion Campbell, Ahousaht All coastal people win.”
Fishing Corporation Administrator, when discussing
Ahousaht lead negotiator
the decision at the April 25 fishers’ forum. Her wickininnish (Cliff Atleo)
sentiment was echoed by many in the packed room a g r e e s . “ W e w a n t t o
at Hupacasath First Nation’s House of Gathering, support our families and our
including Vic Amos, a self-employed T’aaq-wiihak communities,” he said. “We Vic Amos, T’aaq-wiihak
fisherman. “We need to look at what we’ve belong to the sea.”
ﬁsherman, shares his opinion at
the T’aaq-wiihak Fisher’s Forum.
done over the years with this court case. This
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