The many faces to Uu-a-thluk:
staﬃng changes to a small but
hardworking team
By Irine Polyzogopoulos
Communications and Development Coordinator, Uu-a-thluk

Spring is just around the
corner, and much like the
shifting seasons, Uu-a-thluk
has experienced changes to our
staffing over the last number of
months we would like to share.
In fall 2018, our team welcomed two
contract fisheries technicians, Jessica Johnson
and Joshua Charleson.
Johnson, who was born and raised in Ontario
and moved to British Columbia in summer 2017, joined
us in September. A graduate of the Fish and Wildlife
Technician Program at the Fleming College School of
Environmental and Natural Resources Sciences, she has
worked as a fisheries technician with freshwater and marine
species, and also as a Marine Warden for the Robson Bight
Ecological Reserve. Since joining the team, Johnson has
assisted with numerous assessments including stream and
crab surveys in Ditidaht and Burman River radio tagging.
“It’s hard to pick just one,” said Johnson, when asked to
describe a moment that stood out in her time with Uu-a-thluk.
She chose to describe her first escapement survey in Chum
Creek with Roger Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk Northern Region Biologist,
and added that, “Seeing so many Pacific salmon species at once,
individuals representing all stages of the spawning cycle…it
really revealed to me the concept of hishukish ts’awalk…and
how much that understanding needs to be the foundational
approach to the future of fisheries management.”
Joshua Charleson, whom many of you already know,
joined the team in November. A member of the Hesquiaht
First Nation, Charleson was born in Tofino and raised in
Hot Springs Cove and Ayyisaqh. A past Uu-a-thluk intern,
his work experience includes fisheries management for
Hesquiaht and commercial fishing (which he still does).
Like Johnson, Charleson has assisted with salmon
escapement surveys since joining the team, as well
as working with the Nitinat hatchery and attending
Joint Technical Working Group meetings. He was
also selected to participate in the Aboriginal Fishery
Guardian Program training taking place in Squamish
from February 11 to March 1, and looks forward to
bringing those skills back with him.
When asked what his dream vision for
current and next generation Nuu-chah-nulth
fishing communities would include, Charleson
remarked, “Having strong fisheries programs
with enough funding to support all fisheries-

related programs that each Nation strives for.” He added that strong
river and stream restoration departments within individual Nations
and Nuu-chah-nulth management of the ocean and its resources
would also be a part of that vision.
November also saw changes in Uu-a-thluk’s Program Coordinator
role. Long-time team member Sally Hill took a temporary leave from
her position, and in her place, we welcomed Susanne Marsh (in late
January). Marsh is providing administrative support to Uu-a-thluk
during Sally’s absence.
The New Year brought more change to our small team. Michelle
Colyn, Capacity Building Coordinator for Uu-a-thluk, gave birth to
a baby boy and is now on a one-year maternity leave.
Jett Lewis Colyn, who was born on January 24 at West Coast
General Hospital in Port Alberni, will be a third generation Uu-a-thluk
member if he chooses to work for the department one day. Colyn’s
mother, Valerie Gallic, was the first to work for the department,
spending nine years under numerous job titles from 1999-2008.
Covering for Colyn during her maternity leave is Aline Carrier, Uu-athluk’s current Capacity Building Coordinator. Hailing from Quebec,
Carrier holds a Master’s degree in oceanography and has been a
Vancouver Island resident for four years.
She has experience working at-sea with
local communities in a wide range of
locations including Argentina, British
Columbia, Kazakhstan and Senegal.
As the Capacity Building Coordinator,
Carrier has already worked on a grant
application for Canada Summer Jobs
funding which would allow Uu-a-thluk
to hire a summer intern and on training
opportunities for team members. She
also organized the recent Council of
Ha’wiih Implementation Committee
Aline Carrier, Capacity
meeting where our group of valued Building Coordinator
advisors helped guide the meeting for Uu-a-thluk until
agenda for the nex t Council of January 2020.
Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries.
“I would like to see more Nuu-chah-nulth involved in Canadian
marine resource harvesting and management,” said Carrier
when describing her goals as the Capacity Building Coordinator.
Carrier notes that learning Nuu-chah-nulth words has been a
welcomed challenge and that she is, “…already charmed by the
complexity of the language.”
Jessica Johnson, Joshua Charleson, Aline Carrier and Susanne
Marsh can be reached at: jessica.johnson@nuuchahnulth.org, joshua.
charleson@nuuchahnulth.org, aline.carrier@nuuchahnulth.org
and susanne.marsh@nuuchahnulth.org.

Jessica Johnson (centre) takes part
in a Stamp River snorkel survey with
colleagues from DFO and Hupacasath
First Nation last October.
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