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Summer of 2019 sees a new era in salmon
conservation and protection

The past few months have seen unprecedented
measures taken to protect Fraser River salmon
with eﬀorts culminating in the formation of
a new integrated planning committee for
salmon rebuilding that Nuu-chah-nulth Nations
will play a role in.
In April, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
(DFO) announced ﬁ sheries management
measures for the 2019 season that would
protect critically low Fraser River suuhaa
(Chinook) populations aﬀected by harvest,
habitat destruction and climate change.
“These new measures are diﬃcult, but
they are necessary to address Fraser River
Chinook decline,” read an April DFO media
release.
Workers gather on a cliﬀ above the Big Bar landslide site. The slide
The measures included sweeping closures
created a ﬁ ve-metre waterfall and narrowed the river.
to commercial, recreational and First Nations
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Food and Ceremonial (F&C) ﬁsheries over the
entire B.C. coast, and an overall reduction in the recreational annual catch limit for suuhaa from 30 to 10 ﬁsh.
On the west coast of Vancouver Island (WCVI), commercial troll ﬁsheries for suuhaa were closed until
August 1, while recreational and Nuu-chah-nulth F&C ﬁsheries outside of the surﬂine were non-retention
(catch and release) for suuhaa until July 14. WCVI inshore waters remained open for recreational and
Nuu-chah-nulth suuhaa ﬁsheries.
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations, while respecting the need to help protect Fraser suuhaa, took exception
to the WCVI F&C closures for Nuu-chah-nulth as DFO could not provide any analysis indicating the
presence of Fraser suuhaa in Nuu-chah-nulth F&C ﬁsheries. As well, closing Nuu-chah-nulth Nations’
F&C access to Chinook while allowing recreational ﬁshers to kill Chinook in catch and release ﬁsheries
in the same areas violated the Nations’ F&C priority access and Canadian law.
In June, a major landslide blocking upstream salmon migrations in the Big Bar area of the Fraser
River Canyon was discovered. The landslide blockage would potentially stop millions of returning
ﬁsh from reaching their spawning grounds, including suuhaa and miʕaat (sockeye).
The response from DFO and First Nations to mitigate the impending disaster to Fraser suuhaa
and miʕaat was incredible. Plans including the capture and moving of ﬁsh by helicopter were
developed and implemented, while oﬃcials worked on longer-term solutions to restore ﬁsh
passage.
By the end of August, tens of thousands of suuhaa and miʕaat had been moved upstream,
and by early September, work to allow ﬁsh to swim past the slide area saw miʕaat, aai (pink)
and suuhaa passing and migrating upstream naturally. Eﬀorts are still under way in the area.
Along with the impacts to returning salmon from the Big Bar slide, DFO’s 2019 Fraser
miʕaat forecast returns were oﬀ by about 90 per cent.
...continued on page 2.

Uu-a-thluk seeks funding for
salmon research
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DFO’s pre-season forecast for all Fraser miʕaat stock
returns was for about 5 million, but based on returns
to date, only about 500,000 miʕaat are expected
to arrive.
The one bright spot for Fraser salmon has been
the aai returns, estimated at around 9 million ﬁsh.
While not a big run, it is large enough to at least
provide some ﬁshing opportunities for First Nations.
August saw the release of DFO’s ‘State of
Canadian Paciﬁc Salmon 2019’ report, the ﬁ rst
brieﬁng of its kind. The report acknowledged the
importance and reliance on salmon for culture
and economy (especially for First Nations) while
highlighting the major threats salmon face such as
climate change, habitat loss, predation and ﬁshing.
In the same month, the department also
announced the formation of a new planning
committee to address the tough problems facing
salmon populations, and the eﬀects on B.C. and
Yukon communities. The committee, which will ﬁrst
focus on suuhaa, includes DFO and First Nations
technical collaboration.
Eric Angel, Uu-a-thluk Program Manager, attended
the ﬁrst meeting which took place on August 19
in Vancouver.
“The discussion at the meeting was not limited
to just Fraser Chinook – there’s an opportunity for
Nuu-chah-nulth-aht to have their voices heard on
what’s happening to Chinook on this side of the
island at a larger forum,” said Angel.
Angel added that while he represented Nuuchah-nulth-aht at the initial meeting, the committee
will be establishing technical working groups that
the Council of Ḥaiiḥ will choose representatives
for at the October Forum on Fisheries.
This new platform for discussion ties in well with
the ongoing development of Uu-a-thluk’s Chinook
Rebuilding Strategy for Nuu-chah-nulth Nations.

The decline of Paciﬁc salmon stocks is being
addressed on a North American, federal and provincial
level through multiple funding programs aimed at
protecting and restoring the ﬁsh and their habitats.
Uu-a-thluk staﬀ submitted 12 proposals on behalf
of Nuu-chah-nulth Nations between November 2018
and May 2019 in an eﬀort to access funds for salmon
research and rebuilding work on the west coast of
Vancouver Island (WCVI), and were involved in two
more submitted by partner organizations.
Two Nuu-chah-nulth led projects have been
approved for funding under the Paciﬁ c Salmon
Commission’s Southern Endowment Fund (a fund that
awards $3 million in annual project support).
Ahousaht First Nation’s project, led by Jared Dick,
Uu-a-thluk Central Region Biologist, was granted
$46,739. The project includes the operation of a rotary
screw trap and colour tag mark-recapture program to
calculate the total number of juvenile Chinook salmon
out-migrating through the Bedwell River.
...continued on page 4

Uu-a-thluk technical staﬀ conducting beach seines in Ahousaht
territory as part of the Bedwell Chinook smolt out-migration
project.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk
To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter
or Facebook.
Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.
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UPDATES
Nuu-chah-nulth Appointments/Nominations
At the June Council of Ḥaiiḥ Forum on Fisheries, Ha’wiih endorsed the following appointments and
nominations:
•
•
•
•

Darryl Tate will serve as the alternate Nuu-chah-nulth representative on the Halibut Advisory Board
and Groundﬁsh Integrated Advisory Board.
Poot lash (Harold Amos) will serve as an Island Marine Aquatic Working Group Nuu-chah-nulth
representative, with Andrew Jackson as an alternate.
Sabrina Crowley will submit her name for membership on the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Committee.
Jared Dick will submit his name as an Indigenous Canadian representative for DFO’s External
Advisory Committee on Aquaculture Science.

Halibut Recreational Overage
The DFO circulated a letter in May announcing an overage provision in the recreational halibut ﬁshery.
Eﬀective 2019/2020, the ﬁshery can go over its maximum allocation by 7.5 per cent if in-season catch
estimates project an overage, however, any overage incurred would be carried over and deducted from
the ﬁshery the following year. Nuu-chah-nulth-aht at the June Council of Ḥaiiḥ Forum on Fisheries
expressed concern that First Nations were not engaged prior to the creation of the provision and do not
support it.

Tla-o-qui-aht Licence Fee Proposal
At the June Council of Ḥaiiḥ Forum on Fisheries, Ha’wiih endorsed Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation’s proposed
concept for a ‘title fee’ to be charged to every Canadian ﬁshing licence that would go towards funding
First Nations Guardian and Stewardship programs. The mechanism for the proposal still needs to be
worked out though the Nation commented that the Paciﬁc Salmon Foundation (PSF) model might be worth
exploring (DFO collects fees on recreational ﬁshing licences and provides a portion to the PSF).

Rockfish Conservation Areas
Further to the special one-day Council of Ḥaiiḥ Forum on Fisheries dedicated to Rockﬁsh Conservation
Areas (RCA) on February 7, DFO has undertaken detailed consultations on the north coast of the island
and is planning to start consultations on the south end next year. Uu-a-thluk staﬀ, along with Neil Ladell,
DFO’s lead, discussed RCA’s on a more technical level at the June 19 Joint Technical Working Group subcommittee meeting. Staﬀ will report back to the Council of Ḥaiiḥ on those discussions in October.

Ocean Canada Partnership – Fisheries Access Survey
Uu-a-thluk staﬀ were approached by Professor Nathan Bennett at University of British Columbia regarding
Nuu-chah-nulth interest in a survey addressing commercial ﬁshers’ ability to make a livelihood, and their
access to ﬁsheries resources. The survey is speciﬁcally for owner/operator ﬁshers who have their own
licences/quotas. Dacotah-Victoria Splichalova, a Masters student from UBC, has already started talking to
ﬁshers on the docks, and Uu-a-thluk technical staﬀ will work with Splichalova to assist in completion of
the surveys.
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Uu-a-thluk is...
Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries
The Ha’wiih or their representatives of:
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint,
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht,
Ahousaht, Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułułiłʔath,
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht,
Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group
First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
staff working together to solve problems
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity
development and fundraising staff
conducting the day to day work under
the direction of the Council of
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

suuḥaa . Chinook Salmon
Uu-a-thluk
P.O. Box 1383
Port Alberni, B.C.
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
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The second project, submitted by the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal
Council and led by Roger Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk Northern Region
Biologist, was awarded $183,873 to support Chinook salmon
escapement mark-recapture programs at Conuma River and Tranquil
Creek. The programs will test if the new Burman River hydrology
residence time index method can be applied more broadly to
improve escapement estimate quality.
While the mark-recapture program proposal Dunlop developed
on behalf of the Nations was successful, his proposal to the Canada
Nature Fund seeking support for his much-discussed Salmon Parks
concept unfortunately was not.
Dunlop received notiﬁcation from Environment & Climate
Change Canada in late August that his project, titled ‘Nootka
Sound Salmon Forest Conservation Area Network,’ had not been
selected from the 148 proposals received.
“We will have to do it another way,” said Dunlop, after
receiving the news.
Dunlop, along with his Uu-a-thluk colleagues, also submitted
an expression of interest (EOI) to the British Columbia Salmon
Restoration and Innovation Fund (BCSCRIF), a program jointly
funded by the federal and provincial governments.
According to Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), the BCSCRIF
will provide an investment of roughly $143 million over ﬁve years
“… to support BC’s ﬁsh and seafood sector, and to ensure the
sustainability of wild Paciﬁc salmon and other BC ﬁsh stocks.”
DFO cites innovation, infrastructure and science partnerships as
its three areas of focus for the fund.
A total of ﬁve EOI’s were submitted on behalf of Nuu-chahnulth Nations in the ﬁrst call for proposals.
“None of the EOI’s submitted from the west coast got asked
for a further proposal at this stage,” said Eric Angel, Uu-a-thluk
Program Manager, at the June Council of Ḥaiiḥ Forum on Fisheries.
Angel was referring to the fact that of the 23 projects approved
in principle during the ﬁrst round of intake, none were Nuu-chahnulth led.
One of those projects, titled "Salmon Management and Research
Tools – SMART," was rejected, while the remaining four have been
deferred to the next submission date in the fall. Those projects are:
• “Comparing the eﬃcacy of coded wire tag based and genetic
based stock assessment results for WCVI hatchery Chinook”
• “Genetic recovery of WCVI Nootka-Kyuquot Chinook Salmon
Conservation Unit”
• “Partnership for a novel framework for assessing and managing
Paciﬁc herring ﬁsheries on the West Coast of Vancouver Island”
• “WCVI sockeye rebuilding for Nuu-chah-nulth, recreational and
commercial ﬁshing opportunities”
Uu-a-thluk staﬀ have arranged for representatives from BCSCRIF
to make a presentation to the October Forum on Fisheries to
explain the selection process in detail, and to provide suggestions
for strengthening future Nuu-chah-nulth submissions.

