
In the coming months, Uu-a-thluk staff will be 
facilitating discussions in Nuu-chah-nulth communities 
around the opportunity to name Pacific seamounts 
(underwater mountains) located in a proposed offshore 
Marine Protected Area (MPA) on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island.
 The seamount naming process is one of the ways Nuu-
chah-nulth Nations have been involved in offshore MPA 
work; last July, two individuals representing Nuu-chah-
nulth took part in the two-week 2019 Pacific Seamounts 
Expedition focused on the Explorer Seamount.

Joshua Watts of Tseshaht First Nation and Aline 
Carrier, Capacity Building Coordinator for Uu-a-thluk 
were among the crew that travelled approximately 
150 kilometers west of Vancouver Island aboard 
the CCGS John P. Tully vessel, to reach the Explorer 
Seamount.

“Even though this is 150 kilometres offshore, the 
organisms and the life there are so relevant to our 
territory,” said Watts in an August interview with the Times Colonist. “It’s all connected.”

Watts is a biology and earth, ocean and atmospheric sciences student at the University of Victoria, 
as well as an artist. He joined the expedition by responding to Uu-a-thluk’s Facebook post seeking 
Nuu-chah-nulth participants. Carrier is also a science major, with a Master’s degree in oceanography.

The expedition was a partnership between Nuu-chah-nulth Nations, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
the Canadian Coast Guard and Ocean Networks Canada, operating with the goal to ‘uncover the 
mysteries of Canada’s largest underwater volcano.’ 

The expedition crew worked to meet that goal through a variety of scientific activities including 
the collection of oceanographic data, and documenting animals and any evidence of human 
disturbance (via fishing and other vessel-related equipment). Mapping unexplored seamounts along 
the way was also a priority.

Of special interest was the collection of data on the reef-like habitat referred to by DFO as 
‘Spongetopia.’ Scientists aboard the CCGS John P. Tully aimed to learn more about the spatial 
extent of this large monoculture of sponges on Explorer Seamount as it extended far beyond 
the distance they could travel during the 2018 Northeast Pacific Seamounts Expedition.

Carrier and Watts shared an overview of their expedition experience during their presentation 
to the Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries in October. Through vivid photos and descriptions 
of their daily tasks, they painted a picture of life at sea and shared highlights such as witnessing 
a salmon shark rubbing itself against a driftwood log in an effort to rid itself of parasites.

...continued on page 2. 
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Aline Carrier and Joshua Watts tour Hupacasath science 
campers around the CCGS John P. Tully lab during a ship-to-
shore live broadcast.
Photo credit: Shelton Dupreez, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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Their next steps will include sharing these stories 
with Nuu-chah-nulth communities.

“The other part of this project will be to continue with 
community outreach,” said Carrier at the October forum 
(the first outreach event occurred during the expedition 
via a live video chat with Hupacasath science campers). 

“It could be really interesting to do outreach with 
more than just youth … any suggestions related to this 
would be welcomed,” Carrier expressed to the Ha’wiih 
and Nations’ fisheries staff.

While Carrier and Watts plan their expedition 
community outreach, Danielle Burrows, Marine Stewardship 
Coordinator for Uu-a-thluk will be working on coordination 
of the seamount naming outreach.  

Burrows is developing a strategy to engage the 14 
Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council Nations on the selection 
of names. 

Each Nation will be given the opportunity to participate 
in seamount naming. Fisheries and Oceans Canada is 
providing the technical information on these seamounts 
as a result of their computer modelling and expedition 
work dating back to 2016.

Once the seamounts are chosen and names are given, 
they will be submitted to the Advisory Committee on 
Undersea Feature Names, for review and recommendation 
to the Geographical Names Board of Canada. Official 
names will eventually be entered into the Canada Gazette.

Though there is no specific timeline assigned to 
the seamount naming process, Tammy Norgard, DFO 
scientist and 2019 Pacific Seamounts Expedition lead, 
looks forward to seeing Nuu-chah-nulth names given to 
the seamounts sooner than later.

“It’s an opportunity for Canadians to learn a lot more 
about First Nations culture – the culture of the coastal 
people,” said Norgard in a telephone interview.

Watts agrees with this sentiment.
“A Nuu-chah-nulth place name for a significant area 

within our territory is absolutely paramount in creating 
a better understanding for all people, because we know 
our land more than anyone, because of the thousands 
of years of being connected to this place.” 
   

To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting 
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter 
or Facebook. 

Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your 
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

Nuu-chah-nulth Nations Form Position 
on Pacific Salmon Allocation Policy 

Nuu-chah-nulth Nations would like to see First Nations 
receive a 50 per cent share of salmon resources in 
the upcoming Pacific Salmon Allocation Policy (SAP) 
review.

The decision was made on day three of the 
October Council of Ha’wiih (hereditary chiefs) Forum 
on Fisheries at Maht Mahs gymnasium in Port Alberni, 
during a special half-day discussion dedicated to the 
SAP review.

“I’m in support of the 50 per cent, and I also 
think we have to ensure that when they write up 
their allocations, they take into account our court-
recognized right,” said poot lash (Harold Amos), 
Ehattesaht/Chinehkint fisherman, at the October 
forum.

Amos was referring to the April 2018 Ahousaht 
Indian Band and Nation et al v. Canada Supreme 
Court decision that ruled that the priority of 
allocation to the recreational fishery for Chinook 
and coho over the rights-based fishery of the Five 
Nations (Ahousaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, Hesquiaht, 
Mowachaht/Muchalaht and Tla-o-qui-aht) was an 
unjustified infringement of the Nations’ Aboriginal 
rights. 

continued from page 1... 
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A Lion’s Gate Fisheries employee handles freshly offloaded Fraser 
River mi?aat (sockeye salmon) supplied by a T’aaq-wiihak fisher. 
The updated Salmon Allocation Policy must reflect T’aaq-wiihak’s 
priority over the recreational sector for allocation of suuḥaa 
(Chinook) and cuw̓it (coho) salmon.
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Updates
ƛusmit (Herring) 
West coast Vancouver Island (WCVI) herring returns for 2019 came in slightly below forecast (25,000 
tonne forecast vs. 20,000 tonne actual), and the 2020 forecast calls for roughly 22,000 tonnes. Stocks 
are not rebuilding quickly and Nuu-chah-nulth Ha’wiih and DFO agree that WCVI commercial herring 
fishery closures should remain in place for 2020. Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and Uu-a-thluk staff continue to 
work with DFO to incorporate Nuu-chah-nulth goals and objectives into WCVI herring fisheries and to see 
meaningful Nuu-chah-nulth participation in in-season management activities such as biosample collection 
and spawn monitoring contracts.

DFO External Advisory Committee on Aquaculture Science

In November, Jared Dick, Uu-a-thluk Central Region Biologist, accepted an invitation to become an 
inaugural member of DFO’s External Advisory Committee on Aquaculture Science. This national 
committee will focus on reviewing and providing advice on DFO’s multi-year aquaculture plan and offer 
recommendations on how DFO’s science program could better access external expertise. Dick will attend 
three meetings per year during his two-year appointment.  

Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries Chair
After a successful two-year term as the Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries Chair, Wahmeesh (Ken Watts) 
has handed over the responsibility of chairing meetings to Wickaninnish (Cliff Atleo) following a decision 
made by Ha’wiih at the October Forum on Fisheries. Wahmeesh was thanked for his hard work and was 
presented with a gift as a token of appreciation.

T’aaq-wiihak
The Five Nations have been meeting with Canada about the implementation of their rights-based fishery 
under Canada’s Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination framework. They continue to work 
on the establishment of the Ha’oom Society which will house their fisheries program, and have opportunities 
for the following fisheries in 2020: prawn, crab, gooseneck barnacles, various salmon species, halibut, 
lingcod, sablefish, sea cucumbers, red urchin and green urchin. Though eagerly anticipated, the ‘Justification 
Trial’ BC Court of Appeal decision has yet to come down.

Food Connections 2019
Uu-a-thluk, T’aaq-wiihak and Mowachaht/Muchalaht 
First Nation (MMFN) fisheries staff members attended 
the Food Connections 2019 conference on November 
28 in Campbell River. The conference focused on 
valuing fish as food, and attracted participants from 
a wide array of professions including fishmongers and 
harvesters, restaurateurs, conservationists, sustainable 
food system advocates and physicians. Wickaninnish 
(Cliff Atleo), Ahousaht, Jessica Edwards, T’aaq-wiihak 
Fisheries Technician and Kadin Snook, MMFN Fisheries 
Manager gave well-received presentations as part of the 
conference program. 

Kadin Snook shares his thoughts during the Food 
Connections 2019 wrap-up panel discussion. 
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Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of : 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,

Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 

Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułułiłʔath, 
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 

Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical 
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

staff working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising staff 
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

It was following the release of that decision that the Honourable 
Dominic Leblanc (then Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
and the Canadian Coast Guard) issued a statement indicating he 
had directed Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) to review the 
SAP as an ‘immediate step’ in reflecting the court decision.

Although a major catalyst, the Ahousaht decision is not the 
only reason why the SAP was due for a review. The existing Policy 
is over 20 years old (dating back to 1999), and as DFO’s Pacific 
Region website states, “there have been significant changes to 
fisheries management, policy and Aboriginal rights” since it was 
implemented.

In addition, conservation requirements for salmon stocks have 
increased as uncertainty about stock returns amplifies.

A report by the First Nation Panel on Fisheries titled “Our 
Place at the Table: First Nations in the B.C. Fishery” acknowledged 
the uncertainties back in 2004 when they articulated a vision 
for BC fisheries that included conservation as a priority and a 
precautionary and ecosystem approach to management among 
the principles driving their vision. 

The report also recommended that Canada take immediate 
steps “to ensure that First Nations have access to adequate 
quantities of fisheries resources for food, social and ceremonial 
purposes,” and that “a 50 per cent share of all fisheries, with 
the understanding that this may eventually reach 100 per cent in 
some fisheries” be allocated to First Nations.

Wickaninnish, Cliff Atleo, Lead Negotiator for Ahousaht, agrees 
with the 50 per cent share and would like to see it reflected in 
the current SAP review.

“We will pursue support for this [50/50 sharing for all First 
Nations] approach with the sport fishing sector and commercial 
sector,” he advised. 

Atleo added that First Nations would have a say in managing 
this agreement.

The review structure for the SAP is a phased approach that 
DFO states will involve a high degree of collaboration with First 
Nations, recreational and commercial fishing sectors and the 
Province of BC. A total of four main phases (estimated to take two 
years to complete) have been proposed, with a target completion 
date of March 2021. 

Port Alberni-based independent facilitator West Coast Aquatic 
(WCA) has been selected to support the SAP review process. The 
first phase of the process includes the co-development of draft 
terms of reference (TOR) to outline the scope of the review.

According to Tawney Lem, Executive Director for WCA,  the 
process is still in phase one. Upwards of 300 comments were 
received on the draft narrative portion of the TOR, and the 
proposed structure of the process. As of mid-January, the comments 
are being collated and will be worked into the next draft.


