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Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of: 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,

Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 
Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuu�u�i��fath, 

Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 
Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical 
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

sta� working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising sta� 
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

�%�Q�N�N�C�D�Q�T�C�V�K�X�G���G�j�Q�T�V�U���E�C�O�G���V�Q���H�T�W�K�V�K�Q�P���N�C�U�V���U�W�O�O�G�T���Y�J�G�P���C���R�C�T�V�P�G�T�U�J�K�R��
between Ditidaht First Nation, Parks Canada, and biological consultant 
MC Wright saw restoration work completed on more than one kilometre 
of stream. Parks Canada provided $1.1 million in funding through its 
Conservation and Restoration Program. 

The area’s sensitive features called for a unique plan to minimize 
disturbance and maximize results. This included building a corduroy 
�T�Q�C�F�� �V�Q�� �V�T�C�P�U�R�Q�T�V�� �O�C�E�J�K�P�G�T�[���� �G�O�R�N�Q�[�K�P�I�� �J�G�N�K�E�Q�R�V�G�T�U�� �V�Q�� �T�G�C�E�J�� �F�K�m�E�W�N�V��
spots, and using natural materials.

�6�J�G���I�Q�C�N���H�Q�T���V�J�G���T�G�U�V�Q�T�C�V�K�Q�P���Y�C�U���V�Q���K�O�R�T�Q�X�G���J�C�D�K�V�C�V���H�Q�T���k�U�J���J�Q�N�F�K�P�I����
spawning, and rearing. As the consulting biologist, MC Wright designed 
a program to re-establish stream channels, lower the streambed, and 
stabilize stream banks. The plan also included revegetating disturbed 
areas with native plants. 

While the restoration’s goals will take some time to realize, Ditidaht 
First Nation and Parks Canada have already observed adult sockeye 
�U�R�C�Y�P�K�P�I���K�P���T�G�U�V�Q�T�G�F���U�V�T�G�C�O�U���.���Y�K�V�J���C�U���O�C�P�[���C�U���������������U�R�Q�V�V�G�F���K�P���Q�P�G��
day. These sockeye salmon left behind eggs that now have a much 
better chance of survival.

"The Cheewaht Lake Watershed was a vital sockeye salmon food 
source for the Ditidaht people,” said Ditidaht Chief Councillor, Brian Tate. 
“Logging practices very nearly wiped out the sockeye in the Cheewaht 
tributaries and river systems with fewer and fewer spawning beds for 
sockeye to spawn in.” 

�6�J�C�P�M�U�� �V�Q�� �V�J�G�� �E�Q�N�N�C�D�Q�T�C�V�K�X�G�� �G�j�Q�T�V�U�� �Q�H�� �V�J�G�� �&�K�V�K�F�C�J�V�� �0�C�V�K�Q�P�� �C�P�F��
partners, that outcome was averted. The Nation and those involved are 
all looking forward to what next year will bring.  

Before and after images of the Cheewaht tributaries show a dramatic increase in salmon 
spawning habitat. 
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