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Many years ago, elders of the Ditidaht First Nation on 
Vancouver Island’s west coast told Philip Edgar, “The salmon 

are really important to our people. Look after them for our kids 
and grandkids.” Since then, these words have guided Edgar’s work 

with the Nation’s fisheries department where he has spent the last 22 
years carrying out their request. 

To ensure this work continues, Edgar has focused his energy on 
building the skills, knowledge, and passion of the upcoming genera-
tion, including his son and students from the Ditidaht School. 

“When I was learning [these skills], our life depended on 
them…we had to have fish for the winter,” said Edgar, noting that 
today, “learning to fish and operate a boat is still vital, especially 
since Nitinat Lake and Nitinat Bar can be treacherous.” 

It took Edgar four years to teach his son how to navigate 
local waters. At the same time, he taught his son how to crab 
fish, about the fishing banks, and other important skills re-
quired when working on the ocean.  

Outside his family, Edgar has shared his undeniable 
passion for fisheries management with students at the lo-
cal school. So far Edgar and the school have created a 
reward program for students with good grades and high 
attendance. In recognition of their achievements, these 
students enjoy a day on the water with Edgar, crabbing 
and long lining.  

Edgar also shares information about his work in 
fisheries management during the school’s yearly Oceans 
Day celebration, and by mentoring summer students 
who work with him in the Ditidaht fisheries depart-
ment. The students receive school credits for their work 

and skills they can use into the future. 
Through the summer student program, Edgar em-

phasizes conservation measures to ensure there will be fish 
into the future; he also wants the students to learn the im-

portance of working with fishers out on the water. In their 
time with the department, students work on salmon salvage, 
identification, and bottom fish surveys. They learn about the 

timing of different species, long lining, and the important 
value of taking care of their community members. 

Students also take part in food fish distribu-
tion, helping to deliver seafood to Di-

tidaht elders. In the future, Edgar 

“Learning to fish and 

operate a boat is still 

vital, especially since 

Nitinat Lake and Nitinat 

Bar can be treacherous."  
—Philip Edgar

Phillip Edgar of Ditidaht Fisheries is actively 
working with youth to prepare the next gen-
eration for sustainable fisheries management.

Over twenty years ago, Ditidaht elders told 
Philip Edgar to care for the salmon returning 

to their territory.
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Reconciling Aboriginal Fishing Rights in the Public Interest

To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting 
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter 
or Facebook. 

Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your 
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

On May 20, 2014, Dr. James Anaya made his final 
presentation as United Nations Special Rapporteur 
to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at its 

annual session in New York. His presentation included a recap of his 
recent report on Canada’s treatment of indigenous people, originally 
published May 12.

“The numerous initiatives that have been taken at the federal 
and provincial/territorial levels to address the problems faced by 
indigenous peoples have been insufficient,” he said.  “The well-
being gap between aboriginal and non-aboriginal people in Canada 
has not narrowed over the last several years, treaty and aboriginal 
claims remain persistently unresolved...”

Appointed by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008, Dr. 
Anaya visited Canada in October 2013 to examine the human rights 
situation of Canada’s indigenous peoples, including considering 
ways to overcome obstacles to the full and effective protection of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

NTC President Debra Foxcroft, Ahousaht Ha’wilth Keith 
Atleo, and Hesquiaht elder Simon Lucas presented to Anaya about 
Nuu-chah-nulth aboriginal fishing rights during his hearings in 
Vancouver. They wanted to draw attention to Canada’s unwillingness 
to implement the 2009 Court decision recognizing Nuu-chah-
nulth aboriginal rights to fish and sell fish. Lisa Glowacki, lawyer 
with Ratcliff and Company, attended with the Nuu-chah-nulth 
delegation.

“The Nuu-chah-nulth case is unique because it’s the only broad, 
multi-species aboriginal right to fish commercially in the country,” 

Glowacki said in May of 
2014.

In his May 12 
report, Anaya specifically 
mentioned the Nuu-
chah-nulth fishing rights 
case, its huge legal costs 
and long negotiation 
period as one example 
of Canada’s adversarial 
approach to First 
Nations. That adversarial 
approach includes 

appealing the fishing rights decision (also known as Ahousaht et al 
vs. Canada) to the Supreme Court level. It also includes narrowly 
defining the right, when it is acknowledged at all. 

“There are five First Nations involved in the Nuu-chah-nulth 
court case and many species,” Glowacki said. “There is a significant 
question around what will satisfy the right, but Canada is taking a 
very limited approach. Anaya notes that, generally, they take the 
most restrictive approach possible.”

The January ruling from the Federal Court over Nuu-chah-
nulth opposition to a 2014 commercial herring fishery on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island echoed this sentiment. In that case, the 
judge needed to consider the balance of convenience and the public 
interest. Said Glowacki, “Justice Mandamin agreed that there is 
public interest in reconciling aboriginal rights. That was one of the 
things that led him to grant the injunction.”

In the final pages of his report, Anaya summarized his 
recommendations for Canada, saying that, “Concerted measures 
should be adopted to deal with the outstanding problems that have 
impeded progress with the treaty negotiation and claims processes. 
Moreover the Government should instead acknowledge that the 
public interest is not opposed to, but rather includes, aboriginal 
concerns.”

“The well -being gap between aboriginal 
and non-aboriginal people in Canada has 
not narrowed over the last several years”  

—Dr. James Anaya, 
United Nations Special Rapporteur
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Updates
Uu-a-thluk Interns
Jared Dick returned to the Uu-a-thluk team in April after completing the third 
year of his Bachelor of Science degree at the University of Victoria. Jared joins 
Uu-a-thluk biologist Jim Lane and Associate Biologist Sabrina Crowley in the 
Southern Region, where he is taking part in the test boat fishery for Barkley 
Sound sockeye. Jared is also helping with a variety of other fisheries projects, 
including assessing gooseneck barnacles, mapping and assessing habitat in the 
Cheewaht watershed, and installing a counting fence on the Henderson River.

Education and Training
Uu-a-thluk sponsored two rounds of Marine Basic First Aid training during mid-June, enabling 16 people to renew 
or receive their first aid certification. Courses took place in Tofino and Port Alberni, and participants included 
fisheries support staff, fisheries guardians, some Uu-a-thluk staff, and fishers. Uu-a-thluk also coordinated stream 
restoration training for Central Region Nations, and six science camps, which will take place over the summer. 
Each camp will include elder teachings, aquatic science and stewardship activities. Thank you to our sponsors 
who make these camps possible. To sponsor a child to attend, visit www.uuathluk.ca.

Nuu-chah-nulth ʔaayaaqa (Herring) Committee : 
During May and June, the ʔaayaaqa committee met twice with 
a DFO representative to review 2014 spawn assessment data 
for the west coast of Vancouver Island. The meetings also 
included discussing a framework for addressing Nuu-chah-nulth 
long-term herring management priorities. Committee members 
Marion Campbell, Rufus Charleson, Kevin Mack, Lyle Billy, Archie 
Little, and Andy Olson put forward nine new recommendations 
for discussion at a June meeting of the Council of Ha’wiih forum 
on fisheries. For a copy of the recommendations or for more 
information on the ʔaayaaqa committee, please contact Jim 
Lane, Uu-a-thluk Southern Region Biologist, at 250-724-5757 or 
Jim.Lane@nuuchahnulth.org.

Fisheries Updates
•Ditidaht Fisheries: Ditidaht First Nation conducted a successful beach seine fishery at the mouth of 
Hobiton River to supply food and ceremonial sockeye to Ditidaht members. The Nation also worked 
on an Enforcement Protocol Agreement with DFO that will help guide conservation and protection 
protocols within the community.



Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of : 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,

Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 

Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuutuitatḥ, 
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 

Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical 
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

staff working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising staff 
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

Uu-a-thluk is...

Uu-a-thluk Secretariat
P.O. Box 1383

Port Alberni, B.C. 
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca
www.uuathluk.ca

miʕaat or hissit . sockeye salmon
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Updates continued from page 3

•Tsu-ma-uss Fisheries: 
Tseshat and Hupacasath 
First Nations began sockeye 
fishing for food, ceremonial, 
and economic purposes 
on the Somass River in 
mid-May.  Despite signing 
their agreement early with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
the Nations didn’t see large 
numbers of fish returning to 

the Somass until June. Since that time, communities have caught 
approximately 135,000 fish out of an allocation of 200,000. The 
Nations expect to fish the full allocation by the end of the year. 
The value of the Somass River fishery to date for the Tseshaht 
and Hupacasath communities could top 2 million by the end 
of the season.  The fishery also provides employment for both 
communities, who hire monitors and guardians to assure a high 
level of compliance with the rules and regulations the Nations 
have established.    

•Maa-nulth Fisheries: As of mid-July, Maa-nulth Nations had caught 
90% of their domestic Barkley Sound sockeye allocation, offloading 
most fish through a processing facility in Ucluelet. Larry Johnson 
of Huu-ay-aht First Nation was hired to coordinate the fishery’s 
opening and closing dates and to work with the First Nations 
involved. The Nations left the remaining 10% of the Barkley 
sockeye allocation for individuals who wanted to fish independently. 
Nations gather weekly catch reports from these fishers and submit 
a weekly summary to Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Additionally, 
Uchucklesaht First Nation will have a small economic fishery for 
Henderson sockeye in the coming weeks.

•T’aaq-wiihak Fisheries: T’aaq-wiihak fishers opened the salmon 
season with a suuḥaa (Chinook salmon) fishery in May, followed 
by several 3 – 4 day suuḥaa openings in June and July. In addition, 
T’aaq-wiihak Nations put forward plans to DFO for terminal suuḥaa 
fisheries on the Burman and Conuma returns, and cuẁit (coho) 
and miʔaat (sockeye) fisheries for the west coast of Vancouver 
Island. C̓aʔinwa (gooseneck barnacle) harvesters have also been 
active since last fall, harvesting and selling a limited amount of 
product to buyers across Canada. Despite these activities, T’aaq-
wiihak fisheries have been challenged by unpredictable opening 
dates and meagre allocations. 

would like to train older students to do more assessment work. When asked 
when he would feel comfortable with the next generation taking over, Edgar 
said, “I would like to see three or four youth take the skills they have learned 
and use them to make sure the species are here into the future.” 

Passing on the Passion continued from page 1


