
Approximately one year has passed since 
Nuu-chah-nulth Nations communicated their 
priorities for the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans’ (DFO) Pacific Salmon Strat-
egy Initiative (PSSI) and the nations are 
only now meeting with DFO to begin 
addressing them.

“Some of the priorities are straight-
forward and others are significant 
policy issues like increased catch 
monitoring and mandatory reten-
tion of legal-sized salmon for the 
recreational fishing sector,” said Jim 
Lane, Acting Program Manager for 
Uu-a-thluk.

The Council of Ha’wiih Forum 
on Fisheries outlined Nuu-chah-
nulth priorities for West Coast 
Vancouver Island (WCVI) salmon 
management in a March 2022 let-
ter to Sarah Murdoch, Senior Di-
rector of the PSSI.

“Nuu-chah-nulth Nations’ primary objective is to 
rebuild healthy WCVI salmon ecosystems in order 
to support healthy WCVI salmon populations which 
support Nuu-chah-nulth’s Aboriginal and treaty 
rights priority access to WCVI salmon,” stated the 
Ha’wiih (hereditary chiefs).

Despite the slow speed at which DFO is ad-
dressing Nuu-chah-nulth priorities, the Nations re-
main interested in working collaboratively with the 
Department to implement their proposed manage-
ment directions (which were developed at the De-
partment’s request).

Included in the priorities are the increased use 
of genetic tools for stock assessment and manage-
ment of hatchery and wild WCVI sac̓up (freshwa-
ter Chinook salmon). Rebuilding efforts for hissit 
(freshwater sockeye salmon) populations in the Ho-
biton, Henderson, Kennedy and Megin Lakes and 
hink̓uuʔas (freshwater chum salmon) populations in 
the Upper Alberni Inlet streams and Moyeha and 
Atleo Rivers are also listed as a priority by the 
Ha’wiih. ...continued on page 2. 
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The rebuilding of healthy WCVI salmon 
ecosystems is important to Nuu-chah-nulth 
communities that rely on salmon as a 
healthy food source. 
Photo by Melody Charlie

Nuu-chah-nulth await action on salmon
 initiative directives
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In addition, the Ha’wiih called for hatchery reform 
that will enable WCVI hatchery salmon produced for 
fisheries to be exploited to the fullest extent possible 
while protecting and rebuilding the depleted wild 
populations.

Former fisheries minister Bernadette Jordan first 
announced the $647-million Pacific Salmon Strategy 
Initiative in June 2021.

Heralded as, “…The largest-ever Government in-
vestment in efforts to save Pacific salmon,” the ini-
tiative was introduced as a strategy that aimed to 
immediately stop the decline of Pacific salmon while 
helping rebuild populations over time.

The strategy sets out a path for a collaborative 
approach to mitigating the negative effects that cli-
mate change, fishing pressures and habitat loss have 
had on Pacific salmon through four “pillars,” or ar-
eas of focus: conservation and stewardship, salmon 
enhancement, harvest transformation and integration 
and collaboration.

Since the 2021 announcement, DFO representa-

tives have met with Nuu-chah-nulth Ha’wiih twice to 
discuss the initiative, in February and June 2022, as 
part of the Department’s promise to engage Indig-
enous communities and focus on the actions “… that 
will have the greatest impact.”

Nuu-chah-nulth Nations are scheduled to meet 
with DFO representatives again in March, through 
the Joint Technical Working Group with Uu-a-thluk 
and Nuu-chah-nulth Nation fisheries staff, to begin 
focused conversations on Nuu-chah-nulth priorities. 

To date, PSSI funds have been largely allocated 
within the Department of Fisheries and Oceans itself, 
and to support initiatives such as the BC Salmon 
Restoration and Innovation Fund. 

In addition, DFO announced a $123 million com-
mitment under the PSSI in December 2022 for the 
voluntary retirement of Pacific salmon commercial 
fishing licences, and two future strategies for the 
disposal of derelict fishing vessels and Indigenous 
communal fishing license holders switching the spe-
cies of fish they harvest.

To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting 
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter 
or Facebook. 

Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your 
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

...continued on page 4

Vancouver will play host to an international 
conversation about marine protected areas (MPA) 
at the fifth International Marine Protected Areas 
Congress (IMPAC5) taking place from February 3 to 
9. 

Hosted by the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-
Waututh) First Nations, the congress will aim to 
provide a “global forum that brings together ocean 
conservation professionals and high-level officials to 
inform, inspire and act on marine protected areas.” 

It will do so under five main congress themes 
which include “managing marine protected areas 
and human activity,” “advancing conservation in the 
blue economy” and “connecting ocean, culture and 
human well being.”

  Congresses have been taking place around 
the world since 2005 in Australia, Chile, France and 
the United States. The 2017 IMPAC4 congress in 

Chile saw upwards of 1,000 participants from 80 
countries in attendance.

 At the heart of the congresses is the 
international goal of charting a course to protect 30 
per cent of the world’s oceans by 2030. 

According to Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), 
roughly six per cent (or 350,000 square kilometres) 

IMPAC5 comes to Canada

Continued from page 1...

Cloy-e-iis, Judith Sayers, 
NTC President, will be 
a keynote speaker at 
the fifth International 
Marine Protected Areas 
Congress.
Photo by Lydia Nagai
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UPDATES

Uu-a-thluk welcomes new staff member  

On September 26, Rebecka Morgan joined the Uu-a-thluk team in the role of 
Program Coordinator. Morgan has over 20 years experience in administrative 
roles throughout numerous sectors including legal, accounting and not-for-profit. 
She is also an entrepreneur who ran her own successful home-based business 
throughout the pandemic. Morgan is a proud mother of three who can be 
found hiking along the river or exploring mountains in her free time. She can be 
reached at rebecka.morgan@nuuchahnulth.org.

ƛusmit (Herring)  

In a November 2022 letter to DFO, Nuu-chah-nulth Ha’wiih expressed support for an Upper 
Stock Reference Point (USR) for West Coast Vancouver Island (WCVI) ƛusmit (herring). As part of 
the precautionary approach to fisheries management, the USR marks the boundary between the 
“healthy” and “cautious” zones of a fish stock. Fish harvest must be reduced when a fish stock, in 
this case ƛusmit, falls below the point, in order avoid further stock declines. 

In the letter, Ha’wiih state the USR should be based on the average biomass from the recent 
productive period for ƛusmit (1990-1999). They also state that the USR should be interpreted as 
the Target Reference Point for rebuilding WCVI ƛusmit and used as a rebuilding target and access 
trigger for WCVI ƛusmit (meaning WCVI regular commercial seine and gillnet ƛusmit fisheries 
should not be considered until the rebuilding target is achieved).

Strategic Plan Renewal   

Uu-a-thluk’s 2018-2023 Strategic Plan is expiring, and Uu-a-thluk staff have begun the renewal process. 
Beginning with an analysis of the department’s accomplishments and challenges over the past five 
years, the months-long process will move on to an engagement phase which will include Nuu-chah-
nulth Ha’wiih, knowledge holders, fisheries managers, technicians and community members. Staff will 
seek input from Nuu-chah-nulth Nations on their fisheries-related priorities for the next five years and 
from there, develop the draft 2024-2029 Uu-a-thluk Strategic Plan to be approved by the Ha’wiih.

Newsletter Survey 
At the June 2022 Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries meeting, Uu-a-thluk staff circulated a survey 
to solicit feedback on the effectiveness of our tri-annual newsletters. The survey was handed out in 
hard copy but has also been distributed digitally. We have received some helpful feedback and are 
still open to receiving more. If you are interested in providing input on the ways we can improve 
our newsletters and require a hard copy, please contact Irine Polyzogopoulos, Communications 
and Development Coordinator for Uu-a-thluk, at 250-735-6611. To access our digital survey, visit 
surveymonkey.com/r/CKXBXV3.
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Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of: 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,

Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 

Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułułiłʔath, 
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 

Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical 
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

staff working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising staff 
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

Continued from page 2...

of Canada’s marine and coastal areas are currently protected within 14 
established MPAs. 

That percentage is slated to rise when the Nuu-chah-nulth, Pacheedaht, 
Quatsino First Nations and DFO sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) for the proposed Tang.ɢwan-ḥačxʷiqak-Tsig̱is MPA located off the 
west coast of Vancouver Island.

The nations and DFO came to an agreement of principle on the MOU 
for the proposed MPA in December 2022. The Tang.ɢwan-ḥačxʷiqak-
Tsig̱is MPA would add approximately 133, 019 square kilometers of 
protected waters towards Canada’s goal of conserving 30 per cent of 
Canada’s land and water by 2030. 

Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council president Cloy-e-iis, Judith Sayers, will 
be sharing the Nuu-chah-nulth perspective on MPAs as a keynote speaker 
at IMPAC5. 

President Sayers will also participate in and co-moderate a session in 
the congress’ invitational Leadership Forum which will explore numerous 
topics including Indigenous-led conservation. The Forum, which takes 
place on the final day of the congress, will involve high-level officials from 
governments around the world and inter-governmental organizations 
such as the United Nations.

Indigenous perspectives are highly valued at the congress, and an 
Indigenous Pavilion and Indigenous-specific activities will be part of the 
experience at IMPAC5.

According to the congress website, “Indigenous Peoples have always 
held important roles in protecting and stewarding the world ocean. 
Upholding and respecting Indigenous perspectives, voices and knowledge 
from around the world will be key characteristics of IMPAC5.”

Uu-a-thluk’s Protected Areas Planner, Danielle Burrows, agrees with 
the sentiment around the importance of Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge 
and input.

“Nuu-chah-nulth have been stewards of the ocean for millennia. 
The congress provides a platform that highlights the importance of 
Indigenous-led conservation, leadership and expertise at an international 
level,” she said.

“It’s an opportunity to amplify and recognize the importance of 
Indigenous leadership ‘sitting at the international table’ of decision-
makers. A chance for First Nations to collaborate and share ideas and 
projects with other Indigenous and non-Indigenous Nations from around 
the world,” Burrows added.

Since 2019, Burrows has worked with congress planners and as a 
member of the Indigenous Working Group.

 “We’ve been working to make sure Indigenous content is woven 
throughout the themes and the event overall,” said Burrows, adding that 
Nuu-chah-nulth content was provide for the Indigenous pavilion which 
will feature the Nuu-chah-nulth Salmon Parks initiative among the many 
international conservation-related projects.

 For more information about the congress and to register, visit 
impac5.ca. For details on the Indigenous experience at IMPAC5, visit 
impac5.ca/indigenous.


