
Every February and March, thoughts turn to the ƛusmit 
(herring) spawn in Nuu-chah-nulth territories, and this 
year was no exception. 

The 2019 season saw a variety of important activities 
for Nuu-chah-nulth-aht ranging from a reaffi  rmation of 
the commercial ƛusmit fi shery closure on the west coast 
of Vancouver Island (WCVI), to reviewing results from 
the ‘Nuu-chah-nulth Perspectives on Food  & Ceremonial 
ƛusmit harvesting ’ survey and continuing to collaborate 
with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) on 
ƛusmit management.

“Nuu-chah-nulth Nations … request that DFO announce 
the continued closure of the WCVI area to regular 
commercial seine and gillnet herring fi sheries beyond 
2019,” wrote the Council of Ha’wiih in a March 13 letter 
to Laura Brown, Area Director, South Coast, DFO.

The letter followed discussions about the health of 
ƛusmit stocks at the February 27-28 Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries in Campbell River. Nuu-chah-
nulth-aht remain concerned about the low abundance of ƛusmit and ƛusmit spawn in their territories and 
feel a longer period of fi shery closures is needed to rebuild the stocks (until 2022 at least).
 Although DFO representatives attending the meeting were not able to comment on the request, they 
stated they looked forward to receiving the recommendation in writing.

Results from Claire Menendez’s ‘Nuu-chah-nulth Perspectives on Food & Ceremonial ƛusmit harvesting’ 
survey were also discussed at the February forum.

Menendez, who worked in collaboration with the Uu-a-thluk Herring Committee and Simon Fraser 
University, proposed the project to the Ha’wiih at the October 2017 forum. With their permission, 
she subsequently surveyed 87 Nuu-chah-nulth-aht in what is called ‘discrete choice modelling.’  
 The goal was to better understand Nuu-chah-nulth preferences for Pacifi c herring management 
on WCVI, specifi cally looking at preferences for outcomes of the Food and Ceremonial (F&C) 
fi shery.

With regard to harvest areas, results showed that Nuu-chah-nulth-aht prefer higher quality 
ƛusmit spawning areas that are sheltered and less sandy compared to unprotected sandy areas. 

The survey also examined preferences for travel time to spawn areas, and according to the 
data, Nuu-chah-nulth-aht prefer high quality fi shing areas that are as close as possible to their 
communities (i.e. shorter travel times). 

Finally, preferences for the number of layers of spawn-on-bough were explored. For the 
most part, people preferred more layers over less; however, Menendez noted that there were 
diff erences in the preferred number of layers across age groups. 
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A ƛusmit biosample.

Nuu-chah-nulth work on ƛusmit (herring) 
management takes many forms 
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Younger Nuu-chah-nulth-aht indicated a 
preference for fewer layers of spawn compared 
to the older population. This discovery raised 
concerns about the changing level of knowledge 
of the herring fi shery amongst Nuu-chah-nulth-
aht as many younger Nuu-chah-nulth-aht have 
not been able to experience the higher number 
of layers of spawn-on-bough that occur when 
herring stocks are abundant.  

Though some changes around herring are 
of concern, others have been positive. 

Over the last four years, DFO has been 
working with Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations on 
WCVI ƛusmit management in ways that better 
incorporate Nuu-chah-nulth values into the overall 
fi shery management process.

The Nations and DFO have been working on 
developing ƛusmit biosample collection methods 
that provide an alternative to the use of large 
and expensive seine boats for sample collection. 
Nations have been collecting ‘nearshore’ samples, 
using small boats and hand-thrown cast nets 
for comparison against samples collected by 
seine boat. 

To date, there does not appear to be any 
diff erence between the two biosample collection 
methods besides weight. The seine boat-caught 
ƛusmit weigh more because the ‘nearshore’ 
samples are collected when ƛusmit are spawning.

Biosampling is important because it enables 
scientists to collect data on the age and size 
of ƛusmit returning to spawn, and the data is 
ultimately used to determine the overall health 
of WCVI ƛusmit stocks and whether they can 
support a commercial fi shery.

Collaboration continues in other areas between 
Nuu-chah-nulth-aht and DFO, such as exploring 
the management of ƛusmit in smaller areas than 
what occurs now (i.e. Barkley, Clayoquot and 
Nootka vs. all Sounds combined), and impacts 
of marine mammal predation on herring stocks.   
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To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, meeting 
dates, and fisheries issues and projects, follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter 
or Facebook. 

Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more or login to your 
Facebook account and search for “Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge in the 
context of the Species at Risk Act

On February 22-23, Uu-a-thluk 
and Mowachaht/Muchalaht 
fisheries staff attended a 
workshop held by the Aboriginal 
Traditional Knowledge (ATK) 
Subcommittee of the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), 
and unanimously agreed it was 
time well spent.

“I thought it was a very 
informative workshop,” said 
Sabrina Crowley, Uu-a-thluk 
Associate Biologist. 

Crowley attended the 
workshop with colleagues 
Kadin Snook, Fisheries Manager for Mowachaht/Muchalaht 
First Nation, and Roger Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk Northern Region 
Biologist. 

“I think the COSEWIC ATK Subcommittee is the nicest 
breath of fresh air I’ve felt in a long time,” echoed Dunlop.

COSEWIC is a non-governmental independent body of 
experts responsible for identifying and assessing Canadian 
wildlife species deemed ‘at risk.’ The ATK Subcommittee is 
one of 10 Species Specialist Subcommittees that consider 
which wildlife may need assessment, and develop species 
status reports that COSEWIC considers and makes 
determinations on biannually.

The status of a species or a species group under 
COSEWIC is of ongoing interest to Nuu-chah-nulth-aht as 
the designation can have direct eff ects on Nuu-chah-nulth 
access to the species, and other related species, in the 
future.

Based on the species status assessment done by 
COSEWIC, a species may be listed by the Minister of the 
Environment under Species at Risk legislation (SARA), which 
then triggers a wide range of conservation measures. 

According to an information handout provided to 
participants at the February ATK Subcommittee Workshop, 

continued from page 1... 

...continued on page 4

Sabrina Crowley welcomes 
questions on the COSEWIC 

Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge 
gathering process at the 

February Council of Ha’wiih 
Forum on Fisheries.
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Updates

Food and Ceremonial 
At the February 6 Joint Technical Working Group meeting between Nuu-chah-nulth Nations and DFO, the 
decision was made to move forward with the Full Basket Approach for Nuu-chah-nulth Food & Ceremonial 
(F&C) access. Nuu-chah-nulth Ha’wiih requested that the department commit to the approach and work with 
Nuu-chah-nulth-aht to implement it. 

Nation representatives and Uu-a-thluk staff  attended the February 13-14 First Nations Fisheries Council 
FSC Allocation Regional Dialogue Session in Nanaimo and reported the workshop was worthwhile.

Uu-a-thluk staff  biologist Jim Lane gave a presentation on the Full Basket Approach which was positively 
received by other First Nations in attendance. Currently, Nuu-chah-nulth Nations seem to be leading the way 
with how well-developed their F&C access proposal is. 

T'aa-q-wiihak
The fi ve Nuu-chah-nulth Nations involved in Ahousaht et al vs. Canada recently appealed Madam Justice 
Humphries’ April 19, 2018 ‘Justifi cation Trial’ decision. Appeal hearings took place from February 11-15 at the 
Provincial Court of Appeal in Vancouver. 

The Nations were supported by the following intervenors: Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, Assembly 
of First Nations, Council of the Haida Nation, the Mi’gmaq of Listiguj, Temexw Treaty Association and a 
coalition that includes the BC Assembly of First Nations, Union of BC Indian Chiefs, First Nations Summit and 
the First Nations Fisheries Council. 

Lawyers for the Nations estimate it will be at least fall of 2019 before a decision on the appeal is 
announced, though they cannot be certain.

As of May 9, an off er from Canada to the fi ve Nations has been tabled, and negotiations are underway. 

Salmon Parks
With the permission of the Ha’wiih of Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint and Mowachaht/Muchalaht, Roger 
Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk Northern Region Biologist, has submitted a proposal to the ‘Canada Nature Fund Target 
1 Challenge Component’ for his Salmon Parks concept. Formally called the ‘Nootka Sound Salmon Forest 
Conservation Area Network,’ the project will be rolled out in the northern Nuu-chah-nulth Nation territories.

Support letters from the three Nations, as well as from partnering organizations have been collected, and 
at the February Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries, the Nuu-chah-nulth Ha’wiih endorsed the project.

Pacific Salmon Treaty
Five of the six chapters of the Pacifi c Salmon Treaty (PST) have been renegotiated and await ratifi cation by 
the Canadian parliament and United States Congress. Further reductions to Canadian and US Chinook fi sheries 
have been made due to coast-wide agreement that the stocks are in serious trouble. 

The Pacifi c Salmon Commission (PSC) Southern Endowment Fund, which awards $3 million in annual project 
funding, has approved funding for project proposals by Jared Dick, Uu-a-thluk Central Region Biologist and 
Roger Dunlop, Uu-a-thluk Northern Region Biologist. 

Dick’s project, which includes the operation of a rotary screw trap and a colour tag mark-recapture program 
to calculate the total number of juveniles out-migrating through the Bedwell River, was awarded $46,739. 

Dunlop’s proposal was granted $183,873 to support Chinook salmon escapement mark-recapture programs 
at Conuma River and Tranquil Creek. The programs will test if the new Burman River hydrology residence time 
index method can be applied more broadly to improve escapement estimate quality.

The Ha’wiih reached consensus on supporting Dr. Don Hall in his role on the Southern Panel of the PSC. In 
preparation for Hall’s eventual retirement from the role, he will begin mentoring Jared Dick, who was identifi ed 
as a potential future representative on the Southern Panel.
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Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of :

Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,
Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 

Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 
Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuułułiłʔath, 

Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 
Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

sta�  working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising sta�  
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

COSEWIC views ATK as “an equal and parallel source of science.” 
The organization recognizes and values the importance behind the 
unique knowledge systems held by Indigenous peoples.  

ATK Subcommittee members are nominated by their respective 
Indigenous organizations and appointed by Federal Minister of 
the Environment and Climate Change Canada based on their 
knowledge of wildlife species and experience with ATK. 

Crowley, Dunlop and Snook are not subcommittee members, 
however, they were invited to participate in a workshop geared at 
improving the ATK gathering process. 

Participants represented a wide array of First Nations including 
the Okanagan Nation Alliance, Haida Nation, Sto:lo Nation and 
many others.  

The workshop was an opportunity for First Nations to not only 
gain an understanding of the information collection process, but 
also to understand how ATK is used and presented in the context 
of the Species at Risk Act framework. 

Participants were invited to provide input towards identifying 
threats and changes over time to species and habitats, as well as 
any other information they were comfortable sharing.

“Overall, it was important to note that the information that 
was collected is respected, and there are process and protocol 
guidelines that are followed,” said Crowley at the last Council of 
Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries which took place on February 27-28.

Crowley explained that the workshop provided an opportunity 
for participants to gather in groups and discuss their experiences 
with the gathering of ATK, including their limitations in the sharing 
of ATK. 

Crowley discovered similarities in guiding principles among the 
Nations that resonated with her. Specifi cally, she found that many 
Nations had a value that paralleled the Nuu-chah-nulth principle 
of hišukʔiš  awaak (everything is connected). 

The breakout group Crowley participated in recognized the 
limitations in narrowly viewing one species when assessing wildlife 
species ‘at risk,’ and discussed ways to incorporate a more holistic 
approach to the process.

A workshop report highlighting the shared information will be 
sent to all Indigenous participants for their review and subsequently 
shared with COSEWIC and federal government staff  working on 
species at risk recovery processes.

Though the general sentiment around the workshop and 
the ATK gathering process was positive, Snook believes further 
development is needed.

“The process is in its infancy, and they’ve shown some pretty 
good changes as a result of it, but there’s still a lot of work 
ahead,” he said.  

Any Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations or individual Nuu-chah-nulth-
aht who have ATK they would like to share, or who would like to 
learn more about the process of ATK collection and incorporation 
into COSEWIC reports can contact Sabrina Crowley at 250-724-
5757 or sabrina.crowley@nuuchahnulth.org.


