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Celebrating Marine
Foods in the Schools

Continued on page 4

Aocal children and youth learned more about Nuu-chah-
nulth traditional foods this year thanks to a partnership 
between Uu-a-thluk, the Raincoast Education Society, 

and schools. The partnership, which wrapped up in March, saw 
educators from both organizations travelling to Nuu-chah-nulth 
communities to talk about traditional foods. Schools across Nuu-chah-
nulth territory hosted educators for presentations, demonstrations, 
and games. In total, the organizations delivered 27 programs in eight 
schools, reaching more than 200 children.

This year’s focus was on ocean foods commonly eaten by Nuu-
chah-nulth people. The bulk of the program focused on intertidal 
foods, but sessions also incorporated kelp, whales, and harbor seals. 
Kimberly Johnston of the Raincoast Education Society delivered 
the program with help from Michelle Colyn of Uu-a-thluk.

“I had a table where people could see exoskeletons of the 
animals and touch them,” Johnston said. For the younger 
grades, she also had a felt mural that encouraged children 
to apply what they learned during the session by building 
an ocean habitat scene. “The students learned how to say 
all of the species in Nuu-chah-nulth as well as where each 
species lives in the ocean. For each species we would learn 
at least one ecological adaptation as well as the harvesting 
and cooking instructions,” Johnston said.

Johnston and Colyn also partnered with other Uu-
a-thluk staff, Ucluelet Secondary School, and local 
businesses to deliver a traditional foods feast for students 
of the Ucluelet school’s Culture Class. The feast took 
place in late 2012 and included some clam digging along 
with a meal of salmon, shrimp, crab, clams, and oysters. 
Students from grades 9-12 attended, along with their 
special guests.

That’s when Johnston and others had a big surprise. 
“Some of the people who were helping prepare the food 

looked at the oysters and said, ‘kids are never going to eat 
that.’ But then [one of our educators] started teaching kids 

how to shuck. They got so into it, even timing how fast they 
could open them… They loved them!”

Teachers also appreciated the classroom portion of the 
program, which shared both Nuu-chah-nulth and western 

science.  “My students were actively engaged from the 
minute Kim started,” said Eva Clark of Ditidaht 

Community School. “She provided them 
with hands-on activities…and allowed 

L
“The connections

our students made 
to their language 
and traditional 

knowledge show how 
well - planned and 

valuable this program 
is for students living 

in First Nations 
communities.”

Eva Clark, 
Ditidaht Community School

Youth from Ucluelet Secondary
School shuck oysters during

a traditional foods feast.

Kimberly Johnston of the Raincoast 
Education Society talks about ocean habitat 

and traditional Nuu-chah-nulth foods.
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Five Nuu-chah-nulth Nations were back in court 
in February over an appeal launched by Canada in 
the Ahousaht et al vs Canada court case.  The nations 

originally won the landmark case against Canada and 
British Columbia in 2009 when the B.C. Supreme Court 
recognized their aboriginal rights to harvest and sell fish.

The appeal hearing, which took place from February 
13-15 in Vancouver, was the second in the case. Canada 
previously appealed the judgment in 2010, but the BC 
Court of Appeal substantially upheld the trial decision. 
Soon after, Canada applied for leave to appeal the decision 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. Canada’s highest court 
rejected that request, sending the case back to the BC Court 
of Appeal for reconsideration in light of Lax Kw’alaams vs. 
Canada. 

“Most aboriginal rights cases have gone by way of 
regulatory prosecutions, where someone is charged with 
unlawful fishing and they raise aboriginal rights as a 
defense,” said Matthew Kirchner, lawyer for Nuu-chah-
nulth Nations. In contrast, Lax Kw’alaams vs. Canada, 
another aboriginal fishing rights case, was a civil action 
launched by a First Nation. 

“Nuu-chah-nulth would have been the second case of 
this nature to go before the Supreme Court of Canada,” 
Kirchner said. “And what the Court said was, ‘we just 
decided this very issue, so rather than hear it, we’ll send it 
back to the court of appeal so they can look at it again in 
light of Lax Kw’alaams.” 

In Lax Kw’alaams vs. Canada, the trial judge found that 
apart from oolichan grease, the Coast Tsimshian people 
did not trade in fish. If they did, that trade was sporadic 
and occasional. In Ahousaht vs. Canada, the trial judge 
found that trade in fish was a defining feature of Nuu-chah-
nulth culture. This trade happened regularly, in substantial 
quantities, and was integral to cultural practices. 

During the February hearing, Nuu-chah-nulth 
supporters crowded into the courtroom to hear all parties’ 
submissions. Those in attendance included Ha’wiih from all 
five Nuu-chah-nulth Nations, Chief Douglas White, Grand 
Chief Stewart Philip, Grand Chief Ed John, and members 
of the Saugeen and Chippewa First Nations of Ontario, 
who were intervening in the case on behalf of Nuu-chah-
nulth Nations. “This case is about a decision to [recognize] 
the rights of people, something that the United Nations 
supported,” said Vernon Route, former Grand Chief and 
current council member of the Saugeen Nation. 

Members of the Nashuk Youth Council also attended 
the three-day hearing. The youth council is made up of 
Nuu-chah-nulth youth from a variety of nations. “I wanted 
to show my support for my people’s case and our rights,” said 
Keenan Jules. “My grandfather fished, my uncle fished…so 
did a lot of my grandparents’ siblings.”

The hearing concluded with Canada’s response to Nuu-
chah-nulth submissions. The three-judge panel will consider 
all submissions and issue a decision in approximately four to 
six months. 

For a more detailed look at the court case and its 
developments, visit www.uuathluk.ca.

Fishing Rights Appeal 
Hearing Takes Place

in Vancouver

To receive the latest news about Uu-a-thluk activities, 
meeting dates, and fisheries issues and projects, 
follow Uu-a-thluk on Twitter or Facebook. 

Visit www.twitter.com/uuathluk to learn more 
or login to your Facebook account and search for 
“Uu-a-thluk: Taking Care Of”.

Keep Up With Uu-a-thluk

Supporters of Ahousaht et al vs. Canada gather before 
the appeal hearing at the Law Courts in Vancouver.
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Updates

Food and Ceremonial Fishing
During 2012, DFO continued to restrict Nuu-chah-nulth 
access to ocean resources using adjacency restrictions. At the 
March 2013 Council of Ha’wiih Forum on Fisheries, nations 
discussed food and ceremonial fisheries planning as a tool 
for pushing back against adjacency. Uu-a-thluk Program 
Manager Don Hall encouraged nations to forge protocols with 
other nations with access to more abundant resources. DFO 
representative Kent Spencer asked the nations to put forward 
their fishing plans, particularly those that include fishing in 
other territories. He asked that the plans include historical 
information and any nation-to-nation consultations. Ahousaht 
First Nation shared its plans to obtain tučup (sea urchin) from 
the Namgis. The nation also announced its plans to fish for both food and economy on April 15. 

2012 Fisheries Updates
Maa-nulth Fisheries: Maa-nulth Nations entered the second year of their fisheries in 2012. Although they didn’t yet 

have the capacity to catch their entitlement, they increased their take 
over 2011 by working with volunteers who wanted to fish. DFO also 
helped the nations to find professional gillnetters to help fish their 
sockeye allocation. The Maa-nulth Nations developed a high capacity 
permit through joint fisheries committee meetings, which allows 
them to open and close their food fisheries. Nations also improved 
protocol arrangements under their new laws so they can honour the 
rights of other First Nations without effecting allocations. 
Tsua-mas Fisheries: In 2012, Hupacasath and Tseshaht First Nations 
negotiated 33% of the commercial TAC (total allowable catch) for 
Somass River sockeye. That same year prices were high: the June 
catch injected approximately $4.5 million into the Port Alberni 
economy. Both nations participated in assessment and management 

activities supporting the fishery with Hupacasath overseeing stock assessment in Sproat and Great Central Lakes 
and at Stamp Falls. Following the sockeye fishery, a spring salmon fishery also took place. Approximately 100 boats 
participated with a value of $400,000 to the community. Other fisheries for chum and coho were small, as was 
an ESSR fishery at the Robertson Creek Fish Hatchery. On the chinook front, the two nations are negotiating a 
longer term agreement with DFO, trying for 50% of the TAC for 
the Somass River.

New DFO Online Licensing System
Commercial fishers across Canada will soon be required to register 
and pay for their fishing licences online. On April 1, 2013, Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada (DFO) began transitioning to a national online 
licensing system. The system replaces the in-person service previously 
offered at regional offices across the country. To use the system, 



Council of Ha’wiih
Forum on Fisheries

The Ha’wiih or their representatives of : 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’,

Nuchatlaht, Ehattesaht/Chinehkint, 
Mowachaht/Muchahtlaht, Hesquiaht, 

Ahousaht,  Tla-o-qui-aht, Yuutuitatḥ, 
Toquaht, Uchucklesaht, Tseshaht, 

Hupacasath, Huu-ay-aht and Ditidaht.

Joint Technical 
Working Group

First Nations, Uu-a-thluk, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

staff working together to solve problems 
and take advantage of opportunities.

Staff
Biologists, managers, outreach, capacity 

development and fundraising staff 
conducting the day to day work under 

the direction of the Council of 
Ha’wiih and First Nations.

Uu-a-thluk is...

Uu-a-thluk Secretariat
P.O. Box 1383

Port Alberni, B.C. 
V9Y 7M2

Ph: 250.724.5757
Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca
www.uuathluk.ca

waqmis (also siiḥmuu
or siiḥbuu) . herring spawn

them to explore pieces of 
various animals found in 
the nearby Pacific Ocean. 
All of this was done while 
students were practising 
and comparing words 
between the First Nation 
languages of Ditidaht and 
Ahousaht.” 

Clark especially liked 
the cultural aspects of the 
program. “The connections 
our students made to their 
language and traditional 
knowledge show how well 
planned and valuable this program is for students living in First Nations 
communities.”

The program concluded with a visit to Hesquiaht Community School. For 
more information about the Uu-a-thluk/RES partnership, please contact 
Michelle Colyn at 250-724-5757.
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Celebrating Marine Foods in the Schools, 
continued from page 1

Children build an ocean habitat mural 
during the program.

fishers will need email addresses and bank accounts. The site accepts both 
credit and debit cards, though fishers may also pay in person at a national 
bank providing they have an invoice for the fees owed (printed from their 
online account) or their online licensing account number. Fishers may also 
designate someone to access their accounts and make payments. Instruction 
manuals and video tutorials are available online through the DFO website. 
Help is also available at 1-877-535-7307 or by e-mail at fishing-peche@
dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Nuu-chah-nulth Appointments
The Council of Ha’wiih made the following appointments at the March 
13-15 Forum on Fisheries: 

1.	 Julia Lucas, Harold Amos, and Willard Gallic: Council of Ha’wiih 
Advisory Committee 

2.	 Carl Edgar Jr.: Island and Marine Aquatic Working Group 
(IMAWG)

3.	 Kiista (Keith Atleo) and Autlieyu (Frances Frank): Salmon 
Coordinating Committee

4.	 Moses Martin: Finfish Advisory Committee 

5.	 Joe David Sr.: Shellfish Advisory Committee

Updates continued from page 3


