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The 2025 c̓uumaʕas (Somass) River fishery season brought a sense 
of accomplishment and optimism to the Tseshaht and Hupačasath 
First Nations, as strong salmon returns translated into meaningful 
food and ceremonial, and economic opportunities for the nations’ 
community members.

This year’s pre-season forecast for Robertson Creek Hatchery 
Chinook was 83,000, but by September 11, the in-season 
“reforecast” had jumped to 135,000. As of that date, Somass 
First Nations had harvested 23,940 Chinook, a testament to both 
the abundance of the run and the diligent management by the 
nations’ fisheries departments. 

Sockeye numbers were also impressive, with the October 2 
West Coast Vancouver Island Salmon Stock Assessment bulletin 
reporting 63,984 sockeye caught to date by Hupačasath and 
Tseshaht fishers.

 “The sockeye return came in close to the preseason forecasted 
range of 500-700k, however, the Great Central Lake/Sproat Lake 
split was worse than expected so management actions were 

River of returns: Community 
and tradition thrive on the 
Somass

CONTACT
P.O. Box 1383, Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 7M2
Ph: 250.724.5757  l  Fax: 250.724.2172
info@uuathluk.ca  l  www.uuathluk.ca

(continues to pg. 2)

www.uuathluk.ca

FALL 2025

Shae Doiron advertises upsqwii (dried salmon)          
for sale on her Facebook page.



2 Vol. 21 Issue 4 Summer 2024

required to increase the escapement of Sproat sockeye,” said 
Graham Murrell, Hupačasath Fisheries Manager. 

Murrell is referring to the annual spawning migration undertaken 
by sockeye salmon, during which they enter the c̓uumaʕas from the 
Alberni Inlet and continue upstream to one of two destinations: 
Great Central Lake or Sproat Lake.

He added that the Great Central return was very good, 
highlighting the importance of adaptive management in ensuring 
the health of both runs. 

For Shae Doiron, a fisher from Tseshaht First Nation, the 
season was not just about numbers, but about family, tradition 
and community. 

“I fish with my dad – my nephews will come, my sons too, but 
the one who’s most consistent in attending is my seven-year-old 
nephew,” said Doiron. 

Fishing is a family affair; a tradition passed down through 
generations. 

“I was always around my grandparents cutting fish … My 
grandfather instilled it into my father, and then my father instilled 
it into us,” she added.

Doiron’s summer was spent on the water, harvesting both 
sockeye and Chinook for food and economic purposes. 

“We did really good this year, me and my dad,” she said, noting 
that the economic fishery brought improved prices compared to 
past years.

On community fish days, Doiron does sets for the community, 
ensuring elders, widows and those unable to fish themselves 
receive their share. When selling fish, she works with buyers like 
Hub City and French Creek or sells directly to the public (which 
often includes tourists). 

She also keeps tradition alive by smoking fish.
“I just finished smoking 370 sockeye and I’m at the tail end of 

pulling the upsqwii and I just threw in 350 more chum,” Doiron said.
The nations’ fisheries departments managed the fisheries to 

provide good food and economic opportunities for community 
fisheries throughout the 2025 season. Hupačasath Fisheries staff 
monitor Chinook, sockeye, coho and chum returns at the Sproat 
and Stamp Falls fishways. 

According to Murrell, “Hupačasath Fisheries is planning to 
monitor the sockeye spawning grounds this year to see what a 
lower escapement to Sproat Lake looks like in terms of spawner 
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Updates

Staff transitions
Over the past six months, Uu-a-thluk has experienced 
several staffing changes. In April, Whehs-Wiss-Sunup, 
Jared Dick, returned to his position as Central Region 
Biologist after a one-and-a-half-year educational leave. 
In June, Kayley Hollyer, Uu-a-thluk’s term Associate 
Fisheries Biologist, accepted a new role with Toquaht 
First Nation as Lands and Resources Technician, 
marking a new step in her career. Claudia Tersigni, 
who previously worked for Uu-a-thluk, returned to 
complete the Associate Fisheries Biologist term. These 
changes highlight Uu-a-thluk’s ongoing commitment 
to professional development and adaptability, 
ensuring strong support for Nuu-chah-nulth fisheries 
management and stewardship.

Scientific contributions
Uu-a-thluk’s Southern Region Biologist, Huu-yiik 
(Sabrina Crowley), has been reappointed to the Marine 
Fishes Species Specialist Committee for COSEWIC—
the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife 
in Canada. This appointment marks Crowley’s second 
and final term, which will span four years. Crowley will 
contribute to the development of candidate lists of 
species to be considered for assessment, commission 
status reports for priority species, and review reports 
for scientific accuracy and completeness. Species 
Specialist Committee members are chosen for their 
expertise in relevant fields and their demonstrated 
commitment to wildlife conservation. 

Northern Region office
The Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council (NTC) will soon open a new Northern Region office in downtown Campbell 
River. Situated on Cypress Street, this location will replace the previous office in Mowachaht/Muchalaht territory 
(Gold River). Uu-a-thluk will have dedicated office space at the new site, along with access to wet and dry storage 
areas to support our Northern Region Biologist’s research and monitoring activities (think dry suits, nets and 
waders). The NTC’s Child and Family Services department, USMA, will occupy most of the office space, while 
meeting rooms will be available for use by all departments.

Claudia Tersigni, Uu-a-thluk’s term Associate Fisheries Biologist until the end 
of March 2026.

Huu-yiik, Sabrina Crowley, will serve another term as a member of the 
COSEWIC Marine Fishes Species Specialist Committee.
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distribution in the lakes.” 
He added that fall and spring acoustic and trawl 

surveys will continue to determine the abundance 
and condition of rearing sockeye in Great Central, 
Sproat, and Hucuktlis (formerly Henderson) Lake, 
with out-migration monitoring in each lake planned 
for the spring.

Doiron echoed the importance of responsible 
fisheries management and long-term thinking.

“Some people don’t realize there’s two different 
runs that run through our river and if one’s low, we 
can’t just keep fishing. We have to make sure – we 

have to instill that those runs are getting what they need for a good return in four years from now otherwise 
it’s just irresponsible fishing.”

As the season closes, Tseshaht and Hupačasath First Nations celebrate not only a successful harvest, but 
also the strength of their stewardship, the resilience of their traditions and the promise of future returns. 

Uu-a-thluk is the fisheries department of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 
(NTC) that represents the interests of all 14 Nuu-chah-nulth Nations.

Hupačasath Fisheries Manager, Graham Murrell, in 2022.

Did you know?
Sockeye salmon are distinguished from other Pacific salmon by 
their primarily euphausiids-based diet (a type of zooplankton) which 
results in a higher oil content and bright flesh. In Nuu-chah-nulth 
language, sockeye that have reached freshwater are called hissit, and 
when they are in the ocean, miʕaat.
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